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OSHA HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE ACTIVITY
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JUN -5 1987

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: OSHA Hazardous Waste Site Activity

FROM: Art Glazer, Chief
Incinerator /Storage PAT Section

TO:  Hazardous Waste Branch Chiefs, Regions I-X

During the March Permit Writers Conference Call, I polled

the Regions to determine if you anticipated needing large-scale
assistance from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) to address issues relating to worker health at RCRA
facilities. The potential need for OSHA assistance had come

up earlier during duscussions with the Regions when we were
identifying candidate facilities for health assessments by ATSDR
under Section 3019 of RCRA.

As it turns out, the polled Regions generally did not foresee

the need for large-scale OSHA assistance in addressing worker
health issues at this time since there had been only a few isolated
cases where worker health issues had surfaced. However, several
Regions indicated it may be helpful to have access to information
OSHA has prepared on TSDs they have inspected in order to assist
the permit writers in evaluating worker safety/contingency plans
or other aspects of the Part B. My staff talked with OSHA's staff
and they can provide us with information on OSHA's compliance
monitoring history at RCRA facilities.

OSHA has been inspecting RCRA facilities and has developed a

data system. OSHA's data system divides the RCRA universe into
two categories; generators (including on-site facilities) and

off-site TSDs. Attached is a list of OSHA Regional Administrators
responsible for monitoring RCRA /CERCLA facilities and an example
of how OSHA records inspections in it's data system. This infor-
mation was furnished by staff at OSHA's Health Response Team
(HRT) which is located in Salt Lake City.
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EPA and OSHA have worked together in the past at several

RCRA facilities (e.g., EPA inspectors have referred facilities

to OSHA''s inspectors when there was concern for worker safety).
Although EPA does not have a signed agreement with OSHA to do
joint inspections at RCRA facilities, or for that matter, to

make referrals. OSHA's HRT provided us with a print-out from
their data system of past OSHA activities at RCRA commercial
facilities; about 75 inspectors (some repeats) have been recorded
over the last several years. The print-out is not in a format

that lends itself to easy reproduction, so I am ataching several
pages as an example. OSHA's information on RCRA facilities
appears to be useful in writing permits and performing inspections.
You are encouraged to contact the appropriate OSHA Regional
Administrator (note OSHA's Regions are the same as EPA's Regions)
to discuss inspection philosophies or to obtain a compliance

report on a particular facility.

One of OSHA's HRT objectives is to prepare a "Compliance
Directive and Targeting Notice" (CDTN) which will list facilities
targeted for inspection. OSHA agreed to send us a copy when it is
completed and in turn I'll provide each of the you with a copy.
You can also contact HRT's Cindy Coe at FTS 588-5896 or OSHA's
HQ-RCRA representative Chap Pierce at FTS 523-7216 to discuss
this information system or their general operating procedures.

I hope this information aids you in the working with OSHA.

If you have any questions regarding OSHA's standards, policy, or
guidance from the EPA standpoint, please contact Chet Oszman at
FTS 382-4499

Attachments

cc: Bruce Weddle, OSW
Suzanne Rudzinski, OSW
Cindy Coe, OSHA
Chap Pierce, OSHA
Chet Oszman, CSW
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