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Ms. Janet Matey 
Chemical Manufacturers Assn., Inc. 
2501 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20037 
 
Dear Ms. Matey: 
 
I would like to summarize the information you discussed with Eileen Claussen 
during your phone conversation regarding the Office of Solid Waste's program 
for relisting hazardous wastes.  Our goal is to amend the current hazardous 
waste listings so that their applicability can be better defined; our current 
thinking is to redefine the listings by setting concentration limits (either 
in the waste or in the leachate from the waste) for the various toxic 
constituents currently identified or expected to be added in Appendix VII of 
Part 261.  That is, waste or leachate from the waste that contains the toxic  
constituents of concern below the levels to be set in the amended listings, 
would no longer be designated as a listed hazardous waste; the waste would 
still be hazardous, however, if it exhibits one or more of the hazardous 
characteristics defined in 40 CFR 261.21-261.24. 
 
Based on a review of the available data, the Agency has identified the need 
to obtain additional constituent concentration data for the currently listed 
wastes in order to determine the level at which the constituents of concern 
could present a hazard.  Thus, we plan to visit a number of facilities 
generating the listed hazardous wastes, and collect samples of these streams 
for analyses.  We are in the process of identifying plants to visit and will 
contact those plants within the next few weeks to make arrangements for 
sampling this fall.  We encourage your members to submit any available data 
on waste or leachate composition, ground water monitoring, and toxic effects 
that will help the Agency establish appropriate concentration levels for 
toxic constituents in their wastes. 
 
Your cooperation and assistance in this effort will be appreciated.  Should 
you have any questions regarding this program or need additional information, 
please contact me at (202) 382-4766. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Matthew A. Straus 
Chief 
Waste Characterization Branch 


