UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
August 20, 1990

Mr. John Butlin

Managing Director

John A. Butlin Limited

P.O. Box 87

Altrincham, Cheshire WA 15 9QE
UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Mr. Butlin;

This letter isin response to your letter of May 24, 1990 to the EPA Office of Research and
Development and recent telephone calls to me concerning the regulatory status of a shipment of wastes
from FMC Corporation, Batimore, Maryland to Wath Recycling, Ltd. in the U.K. My understanding
of the waste and its composition comes from discussions with you, EPA Headquarters personnd, and
gaff of our Philadephia, Pennsylvania Regiond office (EPA Region I11). Specificdly, thewasteisa
copper dudge from pesticide production.

The waste in question is a process waste and does not meet any specific listing description for a
hazardous waste under RCRA. The presence of xylene or pesticide condtituents as contaminants do
not dter this determination in this case.

Also, the waste does not appear to be a characteristicaly hazardous waste. The only factors
that might lead one to believe that the waste may be hazardous are a few measurements showing pH
exceeding 12.5. However, the people with whom | have spoken who have seen the waste in question
assure methat 1) the high pH measurement cannot be duplicated with a high degree of certainty, and 2)
the materia does not meet the definition of a“liquid” or “agueous solution.”

While the Agency redlizes that the materid in question may gill pose athreet to human hedth or
the environment, the EPA would not classfy thiswaste as hazardous at thistime. Thank you for your

inquiry.

Sincerdy,

Ron Josephson
Environmental Engineer
Listing Section

FaxBack # 11553



