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MAR 27 1985

APPLICATION OF HAZARDOUS WASTE TREATMENT TECHNOLOGIES

Mr. Richard C. Fortuna

Executive Director

Hazardous Waste Treatment Council
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 300

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Rich:

Thank you for your letter of February 15, 1985. We welcome
this opportunity to clarify several aspects of OSW's land disposal
restrictions program for you.

There seems to be some confusion concerning the difference
between (1) the use of the generic land disposal restrictions
model, and (2) the determination of treatment standards. This
particular model is designed to determine for which hazardous
wastes land disposal is protective. These findings will be
expressed as "health-based thresholds." We agree with you that
the relative risk of alternative treatment technologies should
not be a factor in determining these thresholds.

If available treatment technologies can achieve these

thresholds, the treatment standard will be set at the thresholds.
When technology cannot achieve the thresholds, treatment standards
will be based on the best available treatment technology that
substantially reduces toxicity of the waste or migration of

hazardous waste constituents. OSW will define the best tech-
nology as that which minimizes threats to human health and the
environment from the land disposal of a waste.

In both your February letter and your letter of March 5,

1985 to Dick Moroenstern, you stated that you did not feel that

there was a place in the land disposal restrictions program to

consider any increased risks of alternative treatment technologies.
However, OSW feels that the Agency cannot justify a program that
allows the use of alternatives that actually worsen the health

and environmental risks resulting from the management of hazardous
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waste. Therefore, OSW is currently planning to evaluate the
overall risks of each alternative treatment as a step in setting

the treatment standards. When the results of our analysis reveal
that an alternative technology significantly increases the overall
risk to human health and the environment, that technology will
not be considered "available" for the purposes of setting treat-
ment standards. In no way will this determination affect our
health-based threshold determinations. Where appropriate, we
will then develop standards to reduce unacceptable risks posed by
any such technology so that even that technology could ultimately
be used.

I hope that this explanation adequately addresses your

concerns about the use of relative risk management in OSW's land
disposal restrictions program. As always, I welcome any comments
or questions that you have concerning OSW programs, and I would
be happy to meet with you at any time to discuss these and other
issues. Please feel free to contact me in this regard.

Sincerely,
John H. Skinner

Director
Office of Solid Waste (WH-562)
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