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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

 
 

OCTOBER 29, 1991 
 
 

Honorable Arthur Ravenel, Jr. 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Ravenel: 
 

Thank you for your letter of September 27, 1991, regarding Floyd L. Dotter's question 
concerning existing legislation that may prohibit a service station from accepting used motor oil from a 
private party, and his concern about the need to encourage the recycling of used oil. 
 

Some service station dealers are reluctant to accept used oil from private parties because other 
wastes (e.g., solvents) may be mixed in them.  In addition, in some areas used oil collectors charge 
service stations a fee per gallon, so the service stations that accept used oil from other parties must pay 
a higher fee. 
 

Presently, there are no federal regulations that prohibit service stations from accepting used 
motor oil.  In fact, some states require service station dealers to accept used motor oil from 
homeowners.  For this reason, Mr. Dotter may want to contact the state of South Carolina regarding 
the recycling of used oil. The appropriate state contact is: 
 

Robert Fairy 
Department of Health and Human Services 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, South Carolina  29201 
(803) 734-5195 

 
Thank you for your interest in the safe and effective management of used oil. 

 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Sylvia K. Lowrance, Director  
Office of Solid Waste 

 
 


