
Andrew C. Kireta, President & CEO
Copper Development Association, Inc.
260 Madison Avenue
New York, NY  10016

Dear Mr. Kireta:

Thank you for your letter of June 14, 2001 to Administrator Whitman regarding the
Copper Development Association’s position on the persistence, bioaccumulation, and toxicity
(PBT) of metals.  The Administrator’s Office forwarded your letter to me for response.  In your
letter you also urged the Agency to issue a revised draft RCRA PBT List reflecting the Agency’s
public statements about the removal of copper from the PBT List.

We share your concern about the use of the continued use of the draft RCRA PBT List. 
As the Agency proceeds to refine the list of chemicals priorities for the RCRA Voluntary Waste
Minimization program, I can confirm that copper is not among those chemical priorities.  We
will continue to work closely with our Regional offices and the States to ensure that they are
fully informed about the latest status of copper and are not acting inappropriately.  We are also
working with Agency programs to support a final Agency approach to metals classification. 
That decision is expected to inform our next steps in refining the priority chemicals for voluntary
opportunities for RCRA waste minimization.

While copper is not on our chemical priorities list, we welcome the opportunity to work
with the copper industry as part of our RCRA Voluntary Waste Minimization Program.  We
have greatly appreciated the assistance you have provided in the waste minimization arena.

Thank you for your patience and support as the Agency deliberates these important
issues. Please feel free to call me at 703-308-8895 if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Cotsworth, Director
Office of Solid Waste
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