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BURNING USED OIL AND THE LEAD SPECIFICATION

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

NOV 12 1986

Honorable Charles W. Stenholm
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Stenholm:

Thank you for your October 14, 1986, letter regarding

the 100 ppm lead specification. This specification was
developed to protect human health and the environment. The
fact that we did not consider lead banking had not effect on
our decision. The only effect of lead banking is to modestly
increase our estimates of the amount of used oil that would
be off-specification.

With regard to your three suggestions, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is drafting a proposed response to
the petitions and expects to publish it in the Federal Register
before the end of the year. (EPA procedural rules require the
Agency to propose action on a petition for rulemaking before
taking final action. 40 C.F.R. §260.20(c).)

Second, you suggest that EPA defer implementation of the
100 ppm lead specification but at the same time retain the
prohibition on burning off-specification used oil in non-
industrial boilers. This is virtually what the present regu-
lations provide. All burners but non-industrial sources may
burn off-specification oil provided they notify EPA and

their supplier that they are an industrail source. You may

be asking that EPA repeal these administrative requirements.
Our present thinking is that these administrative provisions
are needed if EPA is to be able to enforce the prohibition
against burning contaminated used oil in non-industrial
boilers, since some means are needed to verify independently
that processors are not selling contaminated oil to prohibited
sources. Further, these requirements have not other legal
significance. We have taken, and are continuing to take
active steps to inform the public of the minimal legal signi-
ficance of this one-time notification.
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Finally, with regard to your last point as stated above, the
pecification is, and must be, based on human health and the

environment.

I appreciate your continued interest in this area and will
continue to inform you of our activities.

Sincerely,

J. Winston Porter
Assistance Administrator
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