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MAR 3 1986 
 
Re:  File 509-1 
 
William M. Warren 
Eder Associates 
85 Forest Avenue 
Locust Valley, N.Y.  11560 
 
Dear Mr. Warren: 
 
This is in answer to your letter of February 13, 1986.  
You requested clarification concerning the regulatory status 
of spent carbon used to remove dissolved pentachlorophenol (PCP) 
from ground water.  You also asked what type of disposal facility 
could properly dispose of this waste.  
 
Your letter indicates "product spillage" as the source of the 
contamination.  If the product spilled was unused formulations 
(EPA Hazardous Waste No. F027) and this is what migrated into 
the ground water, the spent carbon is an acute hazardous 
waste (F027), and, therefore, would be subject to the hazardous 
waste regulations promulgated for dioxin-containing wastes.  If 
this is not the case, the waste you describe is not subject to 
regulation under RCRA.  In any event, you should be aware 
that the improper management of this waste could certainly be 
hazardous to human health and the environment.  Regeneration of  
the spent carbon would result in desorption and distribution of  
the chemicals it contained to air (in this case, pentachlorophenol 
and chlorinated dioxins and -dibenzofurans are of principal 
concern).  Land disposal of the spent carbon in a situation 
where solubilizing solvents are co-disposed could ultimately 
result in once again polluting ground water.  Therefore, the  
management of this waste should be carefully  controlled.  
 
With respect to your request regarding disposal options,  
incineration of this waste in a hazardous waste incinerator that 
is permitted to burn PCBs is probably the most prudent option.  
If you decide to incinerate you may wish to speak with Dr. Paul 
des Rosiers of our Office of Engineering Research.  His telephone 
number is 202-382-2722.  



           RO 11135 
 

 
Sincerely 
 
Original Document signed 
 
Matthew A. Straus, Chief 
Waste Identification Branch 
 


