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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
OCT 6 1989 
 
Mr. Daniel Threlfall 
Chemviron, Inc. 
P.O. Box 15598 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  15224 
 
Dear Mr. Threlfall: 
 
This letter is in response to your letter of September 19, 
1989 concerning the wastewater treatment sludges generated at 
Witco's Petrolia, Pennsylvania facility.  As I understand the 
situation, these sludges are considered hazardous by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources (PADER), 
because the sludges may contain small amounts of methanol.  I 
also understand that you are currently awaiting a decision from 
PADER on a petition requesting the exclusion of these sludges 
from consideration as hazardous waste.  As part of their 
decision-making process, PADER has request that EPA document 
its regulatory classification of these sludge wastes.  Our 
classifcation of these wastes, which assumes that the information 
provided in your letter is correct, is discussed below. 
 
EPA's listed hazardous wastes from non-specific and specific 
sources are presented in 40 CFR Part 261.31 and 261.32, 
respectively.  The wastewater treatment sludges generated at 
Witco's facility are not described in either of those lists. 
Furthermore, the analyses you conducted on samples of the waste 
indicate that the waste is not hazardous with respect to the 
hazardous waste characteristics listed in 40 CFR Part 261.20. 
Thus, EPA does not consider the wastewater treatment sludges you 
describe to be listed hazardous wastes or characteristically 
hazardous wastes.  Please note, however, that a change in the 
kind or concentration of hazardous constituents present in the 
sludge could effect the determination as to whether the sludge 
would fail one or more of the characteristics of a hazardous 
waste. 
 
As you are probably aware, however, the State of 
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Pennsylvania has been authorized by EPA to conduct its own 
hazardous waste program.  Any state authorized by EPA must 
conduct a program which is at least equivalent to the Federal 
program; states may, however, choose to operate a hazardous waste 
program which is more stringent or broader-in-scope than the 
Federal program.  With respect to the sludges discussed herein, 
it appears to be the case that State regulations classify these 
sludges as hazardous waste. 


