
The Honorable Gil Gutknecht
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Gutknecht:

Thank you for your letter of May 23, 2003, expressing concern about the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) standards under the Resource Conservation and  Recovery Act
(RCRA) governing the treatment of mercury-bearing hazardous waste.  The Agency shares your
interest in preventing avoidable releases of mercury to the environment. 

The Agency is working on a detailed response to your letter, which should be completed
shortly.  The follow-up letter will contain information that we are gathering from a number of
States and EPA regional offices to better understand this issue, and to determine the extent to
which mercury-containing debris is treated and disposed in landfills, or whether the mercury is
reclaimed through retorting. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you have further questions or concerns, please
contact me, or your staff may contact Betsy Henry at (202) 564-7222. 

Sincerely, 

Edward D. Krenik
Associate Administrator
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