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John J. McDonnell, P.E. 
District Engineer 
Waste Management of Illinois, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1309 
Calumet City, IL 60409 
 
Dear Mr. McDonnell: 
 
This letter responds to a request from Waste Management of 
Illinois to provide an interpretation on the regulatory status of 
lime-stabilized sludge generated during the treatment of waste pickle 
liquor from the iron and steel industry.  In particular, it was asked 
whether this sludge is exempted from the hazardous waste regulations 
under 40 CFR 261.3(c)(2)(ii) (i.e., exemption for lime-stabilized 
waste pickle liquor sludge).  Based on my understanding of the 
process, spent pickle liquor (K062) is received from the iron and 
steel industry at the CID-Calumet City facility and is stored and 
treated separately from other wastes.  The treatment consists of 
neutralizing the spent pickle liquor with lime and landfilling the 
stabilized sludge generated.  As you are aware, the treatment (as 
described above) of K062 waste requires a RCRA permit. 
 
Under these conditions, the stabilized sludge generated by the 
treatment of spent pickle liquor at the CID-Calumet City facility is 
covered under the lime-stabilized waste pickle liquor sludge 
exception.  However, you should be aware that this waste may still be 
hazardous if it exhibits any of the hazardous waste characteristics, 
and Waste Management of Illinois is still responsible for making this 
determination. 
 
Please feel free to give Ed Abrams of my staff a call at (202) 
382-4787 if you have any further questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matthew A. Straus, Chief 
Waste Characterization Branch 


