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TEMPORARY TANK SYSTEMS USED IN RESPONSE TO EMERGENCIES, 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
APR 20 1987 
 
Mr. Gerald R. Dorgant 
Senior Environmental Control Engineer 
Celanese Chemical Company, Inc. 
Box 58190 
Houston, Texas  77258-0190 
 
Dear Mr. Dorgant: 
 
This letter is in response to your letter of March 11, 
1987, in which you requested clarification on the requirements 
of EPA's hazardous waste thank system regulations for temporary 
tanks. 
 
The term "temporary tank" used in the preamble to the 
July 14, 1986 Federal Register (51 FR 25422) referred to any 
tank system that is located or brought onsite for the temporary 
storage of hazardous waste in response to an emergency or cata- 
strophic event.  To classify a tank system as a temporary tank 
system, it must be used in response to an unexpected occurrence. 
A temporary tank system would be subject to all applicable re- 
quirements of Parts 264, 266, and 270 as provided in an emergency 
permit under §270.61.  Unless a tank system is brought on-line in 
response to a emergency situation, it is subject to all applicable 
requirements for hazardous waste tank systems, including secondary 
containment.  However, a tank system that itself serves as part of 
a secondary containment system used to collect or contain releases 
of hazardous waste from the primary tank system does not need to 
have secondary containment (see §§264.190(b) and 265.190(b)). 
Generally speaking, any tank system into which hazardous waste is 
deliberately introduced, regardless of frequency or duration of 
storage, is not considered part of the secondary containment 
system and therefore must be provided with secondary containment. 
See 51 FR 25422 (July 14, 1986). 
 
Of the four examples described in your letter where the 
primary tank may be out of service or unusable, only example (a), 
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leaking primary storage/treatment tanks, would clearly present a 
situation where a temporary tank system might be needed to respond 
to an unexpected event, i.e., a tank leak.  Thus, an emergency 
permit issued by the permitting official under §270.61 would 
includes all those requirements necessary to protect human health 
and the environment.  The second example, tank overfilling due 
 
to operator error or level control malfunction, is not clearly 
an unexpected occurrence or emergency situation.  A tank that 
is designated as a stand-by tank for bypass of overfills (see 
§§264.194(b)(2), 265.194(b)(2)) from primary or secondary con- 
tainment systems is not considered to be a temporary tank. 
Accordingly, such tanks are not exempt from the requirements for 
hazardous waste tank systems.  However, under §264.190(b) and 
§265.190(b), a stand-by tank would not be required to have 
secondary containment if used solely as a means of secondary 
containment.  Additionally, a tank system that is installed in 
parallel with another tank system (where one system is intended 
to be brought on-line during shutdown of the other system) does 
not constitute a temporary tank system.  However, unlike the 
previous example where the stand-by tank was used solely for the 
purpose of secondary containment, this example of "stand-by tank" 
would need to have secondary containment since it would serve the 
function of primary containment of the waste.  Thus, such tanks 
would not be exempt from secondary containment requirements. 
The other two examples that were listed in your letter, i.e., 
(c) routine maintenance cleanouts of sludge/residual material and 
(d) mechanical integrity inspections do not constitute scenarios 
that are unplanned.  Thus, a tank system brought on-line for  
these purposes would not be classified as temporary tank system, 
and would be subject to secondary containment requirements. 
 
In some cases, such as where there is complex piping and 
manifolding of tank systems, precise information may be required 
to determine whether a tank system is a temporary tank system or 
is part of the secondary containment system and thus exempt from 
the secondary containment requirements.  In these instances, we 
recommend that you consult with the EPA Region or State permitting 
authority, as appropriate.  If you have any further questions,  
please contact Bill Kline (202) 382-7917 or Chester Oszman (202)  
382-4499. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document signed 
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Marcia E. Williams 
Director 
Office of Solid Waste 
 
cc:  Regional RCRA Branch Chiefs 
     Chester Oszman, PSPD 
     Bill Kline, WMD 
     Suzanne Rudzinski, PSPD 
 


