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APR 8- 1008 SOLID WASTE AND
EMERGENCY RESPONSE
Mr. Don L. Bice
139 Rorie Street

Batesville, AR 72501
Dear Mr Bice:

Thank you for your letter of March 20, 2008, to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
requesting EPA to fund a cleanup of solid waste landfills, beginning with a pilot program in Arkansas. We
appreciate your suggestion for improving our nation’s solid waste management practices.

The Agency promotes a three-tiered approach to managing solid wastes. Our preference is for
source reduction, then recycling, and last disposal. We agree with you on the advantages of composting
wastes, and are pleased to hear of your efforts. We believe that a complementary mix of the elements will
effectively meet the waste management needs of communities nationwide.

As to your request for funding a massive cleanup of solid waste landfills by removing the waste for
alternative processing, EPA does not have funds available for such an undertaking. We encourage you to
work with appropriate agencies to divert compostable waste streams to recycling in Arkansas and
elsewhere. To advance landfill alternatives such as composting, I suggest you work with state and local
governments, and take a look at EPA’s composting website at www.epa.gov/compost/ and the State of
Arkansas’ composting information at: '
www.adeq.state.ar.us/solwaste/branch_technical/app_pkg_landfill.htm#fullcompost.

Thank you again for sharing with us your ideas on alternatives to landfills. We appreciate your
interest in the safe and effective management of solid waste. If you have any other questions please
contact Craig Dufficy of my staff at (703) 308-9037 or dufficy.craig@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Dot 1

Matt Hale, Director
Office of Solid Waste

Cc: - Carl Edlund, EPA Region 6
Valerie Washington, EPA Administrator’s Office, Immediate Office
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