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JUL 16 1986 
 
Honorable Clayton Yeutter 
The United States Trade 
   Representative 
Washington, D.C.  20506 
 
Dear Mr. Yeutter: 
 
Thank you very much for your June 20, 1986 letter expressing 
concern about the impacts of potential mining waste regulations 
under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).  Speci- 
fically, you requested that the Agency very carefully examine 
the effects such regulations might have on the competitiveness 
of the U.S. mining industry. 
 
As you may know, I have determined that regulation of 
mining waste under the Subtitle C (hazardous waste management) 
provisions of RCRA is not warranted at this time.  The deter- 
mination of June 30, 1986, published July 3, 1986 (copy  
enclosed) imposes no immediate requirements on industry. 
 
The Agency plans to develop criteria for mine waste 
sites through a State-administered program under Subtitle D 
(solid waste management) of RCRA.  The Agency will work closely 
with mining States, mining associations, and other interested 
groups in the development of these criteria.  EPA will avoid  
duplicating existing regulations and will analyze costs, 
impacts, and benefits, complying fully with Executive Orders 
12291 and 12498 and the Regulatory Flexibility Act.  
 
I can assure you that the Agency is aware of the 
economic conditions prevailing in many sectors of the U.S. 
mining industry and will strive to develop the least burden- 
some program possible that will adequately protect human 
health and the environment.  
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Thank you for your interest. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lee M. Thomas 


