The Honorable John F. Kerry
United States Senate

One Bowdoin Square

Tenth Floor

Boston, MA 02114

Dear Senator Kerry:

Thank you for your letter of August 25, 2004, to Administrator Leavitt on
behalf of your constituent, Mr. Jack Reiff. Mr. Reiff is concerned about the
Congressional criticism surrounding his industry’s relationship with the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). In July 2004, EPA received a letter
from four lawmakers regarding our rulemaking process for the Agency’s Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking entitled “Hazardous Waste Management System:
Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste: Conditional Exclusions from
Hazardous Waste and Solid Waste for Solvent-Contaminated Industrial Wipes.”
A copy of the Congressional letter and our response is attached. I hope our
response answers any questions you may have.

The Agency is continuing development of the final rule considerin
comments received from our various stakeholders. We will finalize the rule as
expeditiously as possible, taking into account comments made by all
stakeholders including those of Mr. Reiff. Mr. Reiff’s letter will be placed in the
docket for this proposed rule. If you have further questions or comments please
contact me, or your staff may contact Holly Smithson in the Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at (202) 564-1609.

Sincerely yours,

Thomas P. Dunne
Acting Assistant Administrator

Enclosure (2)

Congressional letter
EPA Response
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