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6. Ground-Water Monitoring Well Construction

A bladder pump is used instead of a bailer to obtain ground-
water samples. What construction material is required for
the bladder pump and the sample tubing in the well?

When a bladder pump is used, it is connected to a

sample tube that runs inside the well casing to the
surface. The RCRA Ground-Water Monitoring Technical
Enforcement Guidance Document (Draft) (Sections 3.2.1 &
3.6) dated August 1, 1985 recommends that the well
casing, bladder pump, and sample tube be made of Teflon
316 stainless steel. In the case where an existing

well is constructed of different materials, this

guidance document recommends that the enforcement
official decide if the well allows for the collection

of representatives ground-water samples as it is built

or whether another well should be built with more

inert, resistant materials (Section 3.7) adjacent to

it.
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