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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

November 27, 1995

Ms. Karen E. Koster
Cytec Industries Inc.
West Paterson, NJ 07424

I am writing in response to your letter of October 6, 1995,
in which you request that EPA provide an interpretation of the
applicability of the recently promulgated K156 hazardous waste
listing determination (60 FR 7825, February 9, 1995) to waste from
the production of methyl carbamate at your Willow Island, West
Virginia, plant.

In the February 9, 1995 final rule, the EPA listed as
hazardous waste number K156 -- organic waste (including heavy
ends, still bottoms, light ends, spent solvents, filtrates, and
decantates) from the production of carbamate and carbamoyl oximes.
A "carbamate" is a salt or ester of carbamic acid and methyl
carbamate is the simplest ester of carbamic ester. Therefore,
organic wastes from the production of methyl carbamate would be
subject to regulation as K156.

While your methyl carbamate wastes may not contain the
specific toxic contaminants for which K156 was listed, organic
wastes from the production of carbamate chemicals do meet the K156
listing description and must be managed as hazardous wastes.

RCRA provides any individual facility a means for obtaining
an exemption from its hazardous waste management requirements via
a delisting program. See 40 CFR 260.22. The authority to approve
or deny delisting petitions has recently been transferred to the
EPA Regional Administrators. If you are interested in pursuing
delisting, you may contact Mr. David Friedman of EPA Region III
Philadelphia, PA at (215) 597-2863 for information about how to
apply. You may wish to seek a delisting should you believe your
wastes would qualify for such an exemption.

In addition, the EPA Administrator recently signed a
proposed regulation called the Hazardous Waste Identification Rule
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(HWIR), which provides another route by which listed wastes can
exit the RCRA hazardous waste management system. This proposal
will appear in an upcoming issue of the Federal Register. HWIR,

if finalized, will allow listed waste to exit Subtitle C if the

waste's constituents meet specific concentration-based exemption
levels. Promulgation of HWIR is currently scheduled for late in

1996 or in early 1997.

If you have further questions, please contact John Austin at
(202) 260-4789.

Sincerely yours,

Michael Shapiro, Director
Office of Solid Waste
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