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MEMORANDUM 
 
SUBJECT:  Pulverizing Waste Prior to EP Test  
 
FROM:     Scott Maid 
          Variances Section  
 
TO:       Carolyn Bosserman  
          SAIC 
 
Linda Cessar and I discussed the "pulverizing" issue you raised  
concerning Eli Lilly (#564A) and we reached a consensus that the metal  
rings and lids should be included in the ash samples.  Our justification  
for this is that these materials are contained within the volume of  
hazardous waste, and should be evaluated as such.  HSWA requires such an  
evaluation of other constituents and factors in our evaluation of  
hazardous waste.  Also, the EP toxicity test procedure in 40 CFR Part  
261, Appendix Ii explicitly requires that solid wastes shall be evaluated  
for particle size, and large pieces of waste should be ground up, 
crushed, or cut until the waste will pass through a 9.5 mm sieve.  This  
regulatory requirement is quite important since it does not allow for the  
waste in question to be separated into different sized particles prior to  
testing.  
 
The 9.5 mm sieve will still allow pieces of metal over 1/3" 
square to pass through it, which are really pretty large chunks.  The  
connotation of "pulverizing" implies reducing the metal chunks to powder,  
which we agree is inconsistent with the requirements of the EP toxicity  
test procedure.  If the paragraph about the sampling of ash were  
re-worded to specify that the waste ash (including metal rings and lids) 
should be crushed to a uniform particle size in accordance with the EP  
test requirements, then it may not be perceived to be a problem by Eli 
Lilly.  
 
Call me if you have any questions. 


