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OFFICE OF SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 
FEB 16 1990  
 
Guy Sutherland  
Managing Director  
Lomax Development Corporation  
P.O. Box 41206  
Houston, TX  77241 
 
Dear Mr. Sutherland:  
 
This is in response to your letter of January 12, 1990, in  
which you inquire about any regulations which may apply to you  
should you choose to export municipal solid waste (i.e., non- 
hazardous waste)  from the United States to an unspecified country  
in Central America.  At the present time, the Environmental  
Protection Agency (EPA) does not have the authority to control the  
export of this type of waste; therefore, there are no EPA  
regulations that apply.  (For your information, EPA does regulate 
the export of hazardous waste under section 3017 of the Resource  
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)).  Thus, there is no  
requirement that you provide written proof of acceptance by the  
receiving country.  
 
As you may be aware, the U.S. government is in the process of  
deciding whether to sign the Basel Convention.  The Basel  
Convention governs the transboundary movement of wastes.  Should  
the U.S. sign and ratify the Convention, certain new requirements  
will apply to persons exporting municipal wastes.  Such  
requirements would include notification and consent procedure for  
the export of solid municipal solid waste. 
 
In addition, there is legislation currently pending before  
Congress, which, if passed, would regulate exports of municipal  
solid waste.  The legislation would ban the export of solid waste  
unless it was made pursuant to a bilateral or regional agreement  
with the receiving country.  The exporter would also have to obtain  
a permit from EPA to export the waste under the proposed  
legislation.  
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Although there are no EPA regulations that apply at the  
present time to the export of wastes such as those referred to in 
your letter, this situation could change should the U.S. become a  
signatory to the Basel Convention or should pending legislation  
pass.  You may find it valuable to keep informed on legislative  
developments in this area.  
 
Should you have any questions regarding this letter you may  
contact Emily Roth of my staff at (202) 382-4777.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document signed 
 
Sylvia K. Lowrance  
Director  
Office of Solid Waste  


