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1.    Treatment of Reinjected Ground Water Resulting from RCRA Corrective 
ction 
 
For the purposes of RCRA corrective action, must all contaminated groundwater 
that is withdrawn from an underlying drinking water aquifer be treated to BDAT 
standards established in the land disposal restrictions (40 CFR Part 268) prior to 
reinjection of the water into the same aquifer? 
 
      No.  There are two provisions which potentially restrict or prohibit 
      injection of contaminated groundwater.  The Land Disposal Restrictions 
      (LDRs) under RCRA Section 3004 and the injection prohibited under RCRA  
      Section 3020(a). 
 
      Groundwater which is not contaminated with "hazardous waste" is not 
      subject to either LDRs or Section 3020.  Groundwater which contains 
      hazardous waste, but for which there is no LDR standards, is subject 
      only to Section 300. 
 
      RCRA Section 3020(a), prohibits the injection of a hazardous waste by 
      underground injection into or above an aquifer formation which contains an   
      underground source of drinking water.  Section 3020(b) specifies 
      that such prohibition does not apply to contaminated groundwater which is  
      reinjected into the aquifer from which it was withdrawn if three 
      criteria are met:  1) it is part of corrective action required under 
      RCRA or CERCLA intended to clean-up such contamination; 2) the 
      contaminated groundwater is treated to substantially reduce hazardous 
      constituents prior to reinjection; and 3) the proposed corrective 
      action will be sufficient to protect human health and the environment 
      upon completion. 
 
      Groundwater which is contaminated by a hazardous waste for which there   
      are promulgated LDRs are also subject to the prohibition in Section 
      3020(a).  Moreover, EPA has interpreted the waiver provision under 
      Section 3020(b) to also be available for these wastes.  See OSWER 
      Directive #9234.1-06.  Under this interpretation, the Section 3004 LDRs 
      otherwise applicable to disposal of contaminated groundwater have been 
      superceded, where the waste is disposed by underground injection, by 
      the restrictions on such disposal under Section 3020.  Thus, if the 
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      implementing agency at a particular site finds that the treatment of 
      groundwater as part of the response action has "substantially reduced" 
      the hazardous constituents and the response action is "sufficient to 
      protect human health and the environment," then the groundwater   may be  
      reinjected even if it does no meet otherwise applicable BDAT 
      requirements. 
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