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1. Spent Solvent Mixtures 
 
In the December 31, 1985, Federal Register (50 FR 53315), EPA amended the 
listing of hazardous wastes in  §261.31 to include certain spent solvent 
mixtures.  In this final rule, spent solvent listings F001, F002, F004, and 
F005 were redefined to include mixtures containing ten percent or more total 
listed solvent (by volume).  However, the ten percent threshold for solvent 
mixtures was not applied to the F003 solvents listed solely for ignitability 
because the Agency determined that these solvents may not be ignitable at 
such low concentrations.  Additionally the Agency did not remove these 
ignitable spent solvents from the list of hazardous waste since the solvents 
have not been evaluated for their toxicity.  How then are mixtures of 
ignitable solvents regulated? 
 
     If a spent, non-halogenated solvent has been listed for showing the 
     ignitability characteristic (i.e., listed as F003), then mixtures or 
     blends of such solvents will remain listed as F003 wastes as long as 
     the mixture or blend consists only of F003 listed solvents.  For 
     example, a blend of 80% ethyl acetate and 20% xylene would be 
     classified as F003 while a blend of 80% ethyl acetate and 20% petroleum 
     solvents would not be F003.  However, the ethyl acetate and petroleum 
     solvent would probably exhibit the ignitability characteristic and be 
     classified as D001.  Finally if a solvent blend consists of a solvent 
     listed under F003 plus 10% more of any solvent listed under F001, F002, 
     F004, F005, then the resultant spent mixture will be listed as F003 and 
     the other spent solvents (i.e., F001, F002, F004, or F005) 
     respectively. 
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