
SEP 10, 1984 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
SUBJECT: Wastewater Treatment Unit Exemption 
 
FROM: Donald White, Program Manager 
  Treatment, Recycling and Reduction Program 
  Waste Treatment Branch  (WH-565A) 
 
TO:  Gil Horwitz, Environmental Scientist 
  Waste Management Branch 
  Hazardous Waste Management Division 
  Region III (3HW33) 
 
 
 As Judy Gordon mentioned to you in your telephone conversation of June 12th, 
other cases involving the wastewater treatment exemption were recently brought to our 
attention by the Regions.  At least one other, like yours, was related to a leachate 
treatment facility. 
 
 As you realize, one of the problem areas in the implementation of the exemption 
is the definition of “wastewater.”  In 1981, we provided the Regions with a general 
definition of wastewater. (See attached copy of John Lehman’s memo of July 31, 1981 to 
Richard Boynton, Region I.)  We are currently studying the wastewater treatment 
exemption.  One goal of this project is to formulate a better definition of “wastewater” for 
use by the Regions as guidance in implementing the exemption.  In addition, OGC is now 
re-examining certain aspects of the problem. 
 
 The particular case that you described, a leachate treatment facility within the 
jurisdiction of the Meadville Regional Office of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Resources, involves some of the issues that are now under study.  Current 
interpretations could change as a result of this study.  Therefore, we cannot provide a 
definitive answer to your question of whether leachate is wastewater until our 
deliberations are complete.  We are working to resolve these issues as quickly as 
possible, and we shall keep you informed. 
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