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BURNING OFF-SPECIFICATION USED 
OIL IN GREENHOUSES 
 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
MAR 5 1986  
 
Mr. Anthony L. Tripi  
Argitus, Incorporated  
65 Lemon Street  
St. Augustine, Florida  32084  
 
Dear Mr. Tripi: 
 
Bob Holloway asked me to respond to your letter of  
February 14, 1986, in which you asked how the regulations for  
burning of hazardous waste and used oil fuels (50 FR at 49164  
(November 29, 1985)) apply to the burning of off-specification 
used oil fuel in greenhouses.  
 
When we defined an "industrial boiler" as one which produces  
electric power, steam or heated or cooled air, or other gases or  
fluids for use in manufacturing process, we were not trying to  
exclude agricultural operations.  We were trying to distinguish  
between those boilers used for space heating or residences and  
commercial buildings versus those used in production processes.  
 
Our primary concern in the case of used oil is the emission  
of toxic metals.  The distinction between industrial and non- 
industrial boilers in the rule immediately restricted the burning  
of used oil contaminated with metals in densely populated urban  
areas.  Although we did not specifically consider agricultural  
processes, we believe that, because of their typical location 
exposures to metal emissions from boilers used for agricultural  
operations are more similar to the exposure resulting from manu- 
facturing or utility broilers rather than the exposures resulting  
from typical residential or commercial boilers.  
 
Since you supply off-specification used oil to a nursery  
for use in an industrial boiler, you are a used oil marketer,  
subject to 40 CFR 266.43.  The nursery is subject to the controls  
for burners of off-specification used oil fuel under 40 CFR 266.44. 
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As a final note, the distinction between industrial and  
nonindustrial boilers is not intended to be a final technical  
determination concerning the suitability of boilers for burning  
contaminated oil.  We recognize that many industrial and utility  
boilers burning contaminated used oil do not have air pollution  
control equipment and are located in populated areas, thereby  
most likely posing hazards to nearby residents.  Later this year  
we will be proposing emissions control standards for these boilers  
and for industrial furnaces burning contaminated used oils.  
 
If you have any further questions, please call me at  
(202) 382-7937.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Karen Walker, Environmental Scientist  
Waste Combustion Program  
Waste Treatment Branch (WH-565A) 
 
bcc:  Region IV  
 


