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2.   Solid wastes that result from the extraction, beneficiation, and 
     processing of ores and minerals (including coal) are excluded from the 
     RCRA regulations per §261.4(b)(7).  Solvents are often used to clean 
     the equipment used for such extraction, beneficiation, and processing.  
     Are these cleaning solvents also exempted per §261.7(b)(7) or are they 
     RCRA hazardous wastes? 
 
          The §261.7(b)(7) exemption is for wastes which are generated in 
          direct association with the extraction, beneficiation, and 
          processing of ores and materials.  The cleaning of equipment with 
          solvents is not directly associated with these processes.  
          Therefore, solvents used in cleaning the machinery would be RCRA 
          hazardous wastes if they are listed or meet a §261 Subpart C 
          characteristic. 
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