PPC 9444.1987(55)

F006 LISTING FOR PICKLING AND ETCHING
WASTES AND DELISTING ISSUES

DEC 28 1987

Mr. R.F. Weimer

Union Carbide Corporation

Linde Division

P.O. Box 44

Tonawanda, New York 14151-0044

Dear Mr. Weimer:

We have received your letter expressing your intention to

withdraw your delisting petition (#0435) for wastewater treat-

ment sludge generated at your Townawanda plant. Following your
conversation with Carolyn Bosserman of Science Applications
International Corporation, we were informed that contrary to the
process description in your original petition ("cleaning, etching,

and passivation of carbon steel, stainless steel, and aluminum"),
your plant does not perform etching of either carbon steel or
stainless steel, but only pickles those metals. We understand

that your plant performs etching of aluminum, but aluminum etching
is exempted from the listing for EPA Hazardous Waste No. FO06 and
your petition for this waste is therefore moot. Furthermore, we
understand that the spent pickle liquor (EPA Hazardous Waste No.
K062) generated when the pickling baths are periodically disposed
is sent off-site to a licensed hazardous waste facility and does

not enter the wastewater treatment plant.

Please be advised that the decision to moot your petition is

based on the assumption that you will continue to segregate the
spent pickle bath solutions from the petitioned waste. Should

this situation change and cause the waste to include EPA Hazardous
Waste No. K062, or any other listed hazardous waste, it is Union
Carbide's responsibility to notify the State of New York accordingly
and manage the waste as hazardous.

If you have any further comments or questions, please call
Scott Maid, of my staff, at (202) 382-4783.
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Sincerely,

Terry Grogan, Chief
Variances Section

cc: James Moran, NYDEC
John Gorman, EPA Region II
Carolyn Bosserman, SAIC
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