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2. Universal Waste Handler Status

40 CFR Part 273 contains two sets of regulations for handlers of universal waste based on the
total amount of universal waste generated or accumulated at any one time.  Section 273.6
defines a large quantity handler of universal waste (LQHUW) as a universal waste handler that
can accumulate 5,000 kilograms (kg) or more of universal waste at their location at any time.  In
contrast, a small quantity handler of universal waste (SQHUW) can accumulate less than 5,000
kg of universal waste at any one time.  If a handler which generally qualifies as a SQHUW has a
one-time accumulation of 5,000 kg or more, but subsequently transports the waste off-site,
would the handler be regulated as a SQHUW or LQHUW? 

Pursuant to 40 CFR 273.6, the handler would be regulated as a LQHUW for the rest of
the calendar year in which the 5,000 kg or more of universal waste was accumulated
(see also 60 FR 25500; May 11, 1995).  

A handler may reevaluate its status as a LQHUW in the following calendar year.  As a
result of the change from a SQHUW to a LQHUW, the handler would need to comply
with additional universal waste management regulations.  For example, the handler
would be required to obtain an EPA identification number if they had not already
notified EPA of hazardous waste management activities (273.32), and all employees
would be required to be thoroughly familiar with proper waste handling and
emergency procedures relative to their responsibilities at the facility (273.36).  In
addition, the handler would need to keep a record of each shipment of universal waste
(273.39).  


