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1.      Criteria for Meeting the Small, Arid, and Remote Municipal Solid 
Waste Landfill Exclusion 
 
        The municipal solid waste landfill (MSWLF) criteria at 40 CFR Part 258 
provide an exemption from the design standards and groundwater 
monitoring requirements for landfills which are small and located in 
arid or remote areas (Section 258.1(f)(1)).  In addition to meeting 
other criteria, a landfill must dispose of less than 20 tons of solid 
waste daily, based on an annual average, in order to take advantage of 
this exemption (Section 258.1(f)(1)).  Does the quantity of waste 
"disposed of" include the amount accepted at the facility for recycling 
or incineration?  
 
        No.  When determining whether a landfill meets the criteria for the 
small, arid, or remote landfill exemption, it is the amount of solid 
waste that is actually placed on the land (e.g., buried), not the amount 
received, that counts toward the 20 tons per day average.  The small, 
arid, or remote landfill criteria do not limit the amount of waste a 
facility may accept on site for recycling or incineration.  Therefore, 
as long as a facility does not bury or place within the MSWLF 20 tons or 
more of waste daily, based on an annual average, they can accept more 
than 20 tons per day for recycling or incineration and still qualify for 
the exemption. 
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