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MEMORANDUM 
 
SUBJECT: Response from the Office of Solid Waste to the Coast Guard Regarding Their  
  Questions on Medical Waste. 
 
FROM: Michael Petruska, Chief 
  Special Projects Characterization Section 
 
TO:  Shannon Cunniff, Federal Liaison  
  Office of Federal Activities 
 
 This memorandum is in response to your request for a written summary of EPA's responses to 
the Coast Guard's questions at the meeting with them on January 5.  It will address their questions on 
medical waste. 
 

Medical wastes are a subset of solid wastes as defined in RCRA Section 1004, and are 
therefore, RCRA wastes.  Medical wastes, as with all solid wastes (except those subject to the 
hazardous waste program under Subtitle C), are subject to the Subtitle D disposal criteria.  Medical 
waste is also defined and included in the Ocean Dumping Act and the Clean Water Act. In as much as a 
medical waste is plastic, it is also covered by the provisions of MARPOL.  Additionally, many States 
have regulations governing the disposal of medical waste. 
 

The recently enacted Medical Waste Tracking Act establishes a new RCRA Subtitle J specifically 
for medical wastes.  The Agency is presently involved in developing these regulations for a 
demonstration tracking program which will establish standards for the segregation, packaging, labeling, 
transportation, and recordkeeping requirements for medical waste.  EPA will also define regulated 
medical waste and list specific categories.  The demonstration program will only be effective in a limited 
number of States.  States must notify the Agency whether or not they will participate within 30 days of 
the publication of the rule so it is not possible to list the participating States yet.  Our target publication 
date is in mid-February. 


