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3.   Conversion of Permitted or Interim Status Units to Generator
     Accumulation Units

     A treatment, storage, or disposal facility (TSDF) stores hazardous waste in
permitted storage units.  The owner or operator wishes to convert some of the
permitted storage units into generator 90-day accumulation units used to
manage wastes that are generated on site.  What requirements must the owner or
operator comply with before a permitted unit may operate as a generator 90-day
accumulation unit?

     Generally, an owner or operator removing a unit from the jurisdiction of a
RCRA permit must first close the unit in accordance with all of the applicable
closure provisions for permitted units.  In this case, since the converted units will
continue to store hazardous waste, conversion will not trigger closure
requirements because the unit will not have received its final volume of
hazardous waste (40 CFR Part 264.113(a)).  Once the unit receives waste for the
last time, the owner or operator must comply with the more stringent permitted
closure provisions in 40 CFR Part 264 (Subpart G and the unit specific closure
provisions), rather than the closure provisions for generator accumulation units
referenced in  262.34(a).  In addition, the owner or operator must maintain
financial assurance pursuant to Part 264, Subpart H, until closure of the unit is
complete (57 FR 37254; August 18, 1992).  To indicate that hazardous waste
management activities in the converted unit are no longer covered by the
facility's permit, the facility must submit the appropriate permit modification.

     Owners or operators converting interim status units to 90-day accumulation
units also need not begin final closure until after the final receipt of hazardous
waste (40 CFR Part 265.113(a)).  Upon final closure, the owner or operator must
comply with the interim status closure provisions in Part 265 (Subpart G and the
unit specific closure provisions).  As with permitted TSDFs, the owner or
operator of interim status facilities must maintain financial assurance pursuant to
Part 264, Subpart H, until final closure is completed.


