February 4, 2000

Mr. Toivo E. Puro
106 Westside Drive
Richmond, Kentucky 40475-8656

Dear Mr. Puro:

Thank you for your letter of January 4, 2000 to Carol Browner regarding your
concerns over the incineration of chemical weapons. Your letter was forwarded to my
office for response.

The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) involvement with the Army's
program to destroy chemical weapons focuses primarily on nine stockpile sites in the
United States. Even though EPA has delegated direct authority to implement the
hazardous waste regulations to those states with stockpile sites, we still work closely
with the states that oversee the Army's Chemical Stockpile Disposal Program activities.

We have found that the states involved with permitting chemical demilitarization
facilities conduct thorough reviews of Army plans and conduct numerous inspections
of Army operations in order to ensure that they are protective of human health and the
environment.

You suggest in your letter that methods other than incineration should be the
preferred option for disposal of chemical weapons. As a regulatory agency, EPA cannot
require the Army to use a specific technology to destroy chemical weapons. We do
regulate specific technologies through operating and testing requirements so that the
risk to human health and the environment is minimized. The Army has decided to use
neutralization technologies at the storage locations that have chemical agents stored
only in a bulk form, but it is the Army’s current position that incineration is still the best
technology for destroying chemical agents in weapons (i.e., bombs, mines, and rockets).

Continuing research of alternative technologies is planned by the Army for chemical
weapons. In the meantime, however, as discussed above, we will ensure that whatever
technology is used is fully protective.
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I appreciate your interest in the safe and effective management of the Army's
Chemical Stockpile Disposal Program.

Sincerely yours,

Elizabeth A. Cotsworth, Director
Office of Solid Waste
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