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AUG - 1 2008

. OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND
_ INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

‘The Honorable J ohn D. Dlngell
Chairman

~ Committee on Energy and Commerce
U.S. House of Representatives '

- Washington, DC 20515-6115

" Dear Chairman Dingell:

* Thank you for your letter dated July 21, 2008, expressing your concerns regarding
EPA’s proposed rule to allow Veolia ES Technical Solutions (Veolia) to import PCB-
containing waste from Mexico to Veoha s TSCA perm1tted fac1hty in Port Arthur, Texas

© forincineration. C , :

Your letter raises many questlons regardmg the proposed rule and, in fact, echoes
‘many of the same issues that were raised to the Agency dunng the initial 90-day public’
comment period, as well as during a public hearing held on the proposal in Port Arthur,
Texas on June 19, 2008, and an additional public comment period that followed. We take
YOUT COTCEITIS, ‘and the ¢ concerns and questlons that have been ralsed by the public,
serlously

~ As you may be aware, we are in the midst of the rulemakmg process and are- stlll
collectmg information relating to the proposed rule. At this time, the rulemaking docket
is still open to receive public comment. Furthermore, we are conductlng additional
research in.response to comments we have received, some of which are relevant to the
issués that have been raised in your letter. Therefore we. are not yet ina posmon to
answer your specific questions.

_ - However, you can be assured that EPA will carefully analyze and consider all the
viewpoints that have been expressed prior to the Agency making a final determination on
‘whether to grant Veolia’s request, which would allow them to import PCB-containing
wastes from Mexico for one year to be incinerated at their TSCA permitted facility in
Port Arthur, Texas. We will respond to all significant public comments received as part
- of our rulemaking process. Meanwhile, we would be happy to discuss our progress on
this rulemaking with your staff, as we have in the past. ‘

. !ntemet Address (URL) e hitp://www.epa.gov
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Again, thank you for yoixr letter. If you have further questions, please contact me
or your staff may call Carolyn Levine, in EPA’s Office of Congressmnal and
Intergovemmental Relatlons at 202) 564-1859.

Chnstopher P Bhley

o cc:’y " The Honorable Joe Barton, Ranking Member
- Committee on Energy and Commerce '

The Honofable John B. Shadegg, Ranking Member '
Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials
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OFFICE OF CONGHESSIONAL AND
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

The Honorable Gene Green
Chairman
‘ Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Matenals
- .Committee on Energy and Commerce :
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

‘Dear Chamnan Green

_Thank you for your letter dated July 21, 2008, expressmg ‘your concerns regarding EPA’s
proposed rule to allow Veolia ES Technical Solutions (Veolia) to import PCB- contauung -
waste from Mex1co to Veoha s TSCA permltted faclhty in Port Arthur, Texas for ‘

o incineration.

Your letter raises many questions regardlng the proposed rule and, in fact echoes
© . many of the same issues that were raised to the Agency during the initial 90-day public
. comment period; as well as during a public hearing held on the proposal in Port Arthur,
~ Texas on June 19, 2008, and an additional public comment period that followed. We take
your concerns, and the concerns and questlons that have been raised by the pubhc
~ seriously. _

- As you may be aware, we are in the midst of the rulemaking process and are still
collecting information relating to the proposed rule. At this time, the rulemaking docket -
is still open to receive public comment. Furthermore, we are conducting additional
research in response to comments we have received, some of which are relevant to the
issues that have been raised in your letter. Therefore we are not yet in a position to-
answer your specific questxons :

However, you can be assured that EPA will carefully analyze and consider all the
viewpoints that have been expressed prior to the Agency making a final determination on
whether to grant Veolia’s request, which would allow thiem to import PCB-containing
wastes from Mexico for one year to be incinerated at their TSCA permitted facility in
Port Arthur, Texas. We will respond to all significant public comments received as part
of our rulemaking process. Meanwhile, we would be happy to discuss our progress on
this rulemaking with your staff as'we have in the past.

Intemet Address (URL) o http://www.epa.gov
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me.
~ or your staff may call Carolyn Levine, in EPA’s Office of Congressmnal and
Intergovernmental Relatlons, at 202) 564- 1859

Christopher P, Bliley

cc: The Honorable Joe Barton, Ranking Member
Committee on Energy and Commerce g

The Honorable J ohn B. Shadegg, Ranking Member _
Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials -
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

The Honorable Hilda L. Solis
Vice Chair :
. Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Matenals
Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congre"sswoman Solis:

Thank you for your letter dated July 21, 2008, expressing your concerns regardmg EPA’s
proposed rule to allow Veolia ES Techmcal Solutions (Veolia) to import PCB-containing -
- waste from Mexico to Veoha s TSCA permitted facility in Port Arthur, Texas for
- incineration. .

Your letter raises many questlons regarding the proposed rule a:nd in fact, echoes
many of the same issues that were raised to the Ageficy during the initial 90-day public -
“comment period, as well as during a public hearing held on the proposal in Port Arthur,

Texas on June 19, 2008, and an additional public comment period that followed. We take .
. your concerns, and the concerns and questions that have been raised by the pubhc
serlously ' o

As you may be aware, we are in the midst of the rulemaking process and are still
collectmg information relating to the proposed rule. ‘At this time, the rulemaking docket
is still open to receive public comment Furthermore, we are conducting additional
research in response to comments we have received, some of which are relevant to the
issues that have been raised in your letter Therefore, we are not yet in a posmon to
answer your specific questions. »

-However, you can be assured that EPA will carefully analyze and consider all the
viewpoints that have been expressed prior to the Agency making a final determination on
~ whether to grant Veolia’s request, which would allow them to import PCB-contalmng
wastes from Mexico for one year to be incinerated at their TSCA permitted facility in -
Port Arthur, Texas. We will respond to all significant public comments received as part -
of our rulemaking process. Meanwhile, we would be happy to discuss our progress on
this rulemaking with your staff, as we have in the past. :

.. Intemet Address (URL) » http://www.epa.gov
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Again, thank you for.your letter. If 'you have further questions, please contact me
-or your staff may call Carolyn Levine, in EPA’s Office of Congressional.and
- Intergovernmental Relations, at 202) 564-1859. - '

Sincerel

- Christopher P. Bliley

_ cc:  The Honorable Joe Baftdn, Ranking Member
- ‘Committee on Energy and Commerce

The Honorable John B. Shadegg, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials .



