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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

  
 

FEB 7, 1997 
 
 
Mr. Joseph G. Howley, Jr. 
GE Lighting 
1975 Noble Road 
Nela Park, Ohio 44112 
 
Dear Mr. Howley: 
 

Thank you for your letter of January 16, 1997 regarding fluorescent lamps.  In your letter you 
discuss the efforts of General Electric (GE) to develop reduced mercury lamps and your work with 
NEMA to develop a lamp industry TCLP testing protocol, expected to be completed later this year.  Your 
letter also urges the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to resolve the waste management issues 
concerning fluorescent lamps. 
 

As you know, EPA received more than three hundred comments on the July 24, 1994 proposed 
rule (59 FR 38288) and many of these address technical concerns related to the risks associated with 
management of the spent lamps.  To address these concerns, EPA is currently completing an analysis that 
estimates mercury emissions associated with managing spent lamps.  EPA will use this information, in 
conjunction with information presented in the comments, to determine how best to proceed with any 
final decision. 
 

Thank you again for sharing GE's recent activities on fluorescent lamps.  If you have any further 
questions or comments, please contact Rita Cestaric of the Office of Solid Waste at (703) 308-0769. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Michael Shapiro, Director 
Office of Solid Waste 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


