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United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response 
 
January 21, 1994 
 
Mr. James M. Wright, President 
Woodbury Nissan Inc. 
439 South Broad Street (#45) 
Woodbury, New Jersey 08096 
 
Dear Mr. Wright: 
 
     Thank you for your letter of December 23, 1993, to 
Administrator Browner concerning management of spent antifreeze. 
Under the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
hazardous waste regulations, antifreeze is handled the same as any 
other waste material; the generator of the waste is responsible for 
determining whether the waste is hazardous, and if it is, managing 
it in compliance with the hazardous waste regulations. As you are 
probably aware, spent antifreeze is not specifically listed as a 
hazardous waste and would be hazardous only if it exhibited one of 
the characteristics of hazardous waste. The characteristic most 
likely to be of concern for antifreeze is the toxicity 
characteristic (40 CFR 261.24) which tests for certain hazardous 
constituents, including heavy metals and organic chemicals. 
 
     In your letter you mention a pending ruling on the hazardous 
waste status of antifreeze. You may be referring to a February, 
1993, proposed regulation in which the Agency did request public 
comments on whether antifreeze might be appropriately managed under 
a different set of regulations than other hazardous wastes, but did 
not propose to change the status of antifreeze. In other words, 
antifreeze would still be hazardous waste only if it fails one of 
the hazardous waste characteristics. I have included a copy of the 
Federal Register notice in which comment was requested (see page 
8109). 
 
     You should be aware, however, that the New Jersey Department 
of Environmental Protection and Energy (NJ DEPE) implements the 
hazardous waste program in New Jersey and that New Jersey's state 
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hazardous waste regulations apply in New Jersey in lieu of the 
federal regulations. I suggest that you contact Ralph Davis, of NJ 
DEPE's Hazardous Waste Advisement Program, at (609) 292-8341 to 
discuss your situation and to get assistance in determining whether 
you are a regulated hazardous waste generator. NJ DEPE will also be 
able to assist you with information about getting your spent 
antifreeze recycled. 
 
     I hope this information is useful to you. Thank you for your 
interest in environmentally sound management of spent antifreeze. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Michael H. Shapiro, Director 
Office of Solid Waste 
 
Enclosure 


