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SOLVENT-BEARING WASTEWATER, SLUDGE, AND BRINE TREATED AND 
STORED IN SURFACE IMPOUNDMENTS 
 
January 12, 1987 
 
Ray D. McIntosh, Manager 
Environmental Engineering  
IBM General Products Division 
Department 04C 
Tucson, Arizona  85744 
 
Dear Mr. McIntosh: 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed a 
detailed review of your July 10, 1986, application for an  
extension of the effective date of the land disposal restrictions  
for the solvent-bearing wastewater, sludge, and brine treated and 
stored in surface impoundments at your IBM facility in Tucson,  
Arizona.  The EPA did not take final action on your petition 
until promulgation of the land disposal restrictions final rule 
(51 FR 40572, November 7, 1986) which provides, among other  
things, a 2-year national variance extending the effective date 
of the land disposal restrictions for wastewaters and sludges 
containing less than 1 percent total F001-F005 solvents to 
November 8, 1988.  Because the wastes treated and stored in the  
surface impoundments at the Tucson facility meet this criterion, 
these wastes are subject to the variance.  Thus, your petition is 
mooted by the November 7, 1988, final rule.  
 
While the variances is in effect, you may continue to treat 
and store restricted wastes in the surface impoundments, provided 
that each new, expanded, or replacement surface impoundment meets  
the minimum technological requirements specified in section 
3004(o) of RCRA.  Any wastes containing F001-F005 solvents which  
meet or exceed the 1 percent cutoff are restricted from placement  
in these impoundments and must be treated to the applicable 
levels in Table CCWE of 40 CFR 268.41, or be the subject of a  
successful case-by-case extension of the effective date. 
 
According to the information provided in your application, 
on-site construction of treatment and storage tanks is expected 
to be underway by February 1987, and completed by the November 8, 
1988, effective date.  If you anticipate that the tanks will not  
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be completed by the effective date, you may pursue one of two  
options.  You can submit an application for an extension of the 
effective date pursuant to the provisions in 40 CFR 268.5, or you 
may continue to treat and store in the impoundments after the 
effective date in accordance with the exemption for treatment  
surface impoundments (40 CFR 268.4). 
 
If you choose to submit an application for an extension of 
the effective date, please submit the application at least six 
months in advance of the effective date to allow the Agency lead 
time to review the application.  If the Agency approves the  
application and grants an extension of the effective date, you 
may continue treating and storing restricted wastes in the  
impoundments for an additional 1-year period (renewable once). 
 
If you pursue the exemption for treatment in surface  
impoundments, you may continue to treat and store the solvent  
wastes in the impoundments provided that the following 
requirements are met (see 40 CFR 268.4 for details): 
 
1)   treatment occurs in the impoundments, 
2)   treatment residuals that do not meet the treatment 
     standards in Subpart D of Part 263, or are not delisted  
     must be removed at least annually, 
3)   the impoundments must meet the requirements of section 
     3004(o), unless exempted pursuant to the provisions in 
     §268.4(a)(3)(i), (ii) or (iii), and 
4)   a written certification is submitted to the Regional 
     Administrator stating that the requirements of  
     §268.4(a)(3) have been met along with a copy of the 
     waste analysis plan required under §268.4(a)(2). 
 
If you have any questions, you may contact Stephen R. Weil 
of Jacqueline Sales of my staff at (202) 382-4770. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alan Corson, Acting Director 
Characterization and  
   Assessment Division 
 
cc:  Mark Kamiya, Region IX 
     Alan Roesler, Arizona Department of Health 


