
Thank you for your e-mail of February 4,2005, regarding the Eavkomneatal Protection 
Agsacy's @PA@ %Uow-up aotiviti~s to the 1996  dous us Wa@e Chnwteristics Scoping 
study.." 

Tbc Seoping Study was d d  in November of 19% as a bmd md comprehensive 
review of the EPA hemrdous chmteriJdcs regulatory p- under the Rcaourcc 
C o n d o n  and Rccovsry AEt (RCRA). Hcmrdbus chac&Mw &waste nprwent one of 
two wsys wc id- waste as h&ous and bring it under RCRA cry m d .  The other 
upproach involves l i e  of specihc wastm that the Agency identifies as hazsnloue. The arrrcnt 
WOUS ckaracterisdcs re@ations address the following propertiee ofwaste: i@ability, 
wnosivitg, reactivity and t d i .  The Scoping Study reviewed the effdveness of these 
regukions in i&nt@ing waste that warrants regulation, and tried to id- whether other waste 
properties should slso be used to classify waste as hazardous, or whether the current hazardous 
cham%zistics should be expanded in any way. 

In conducting the Swping Study, we mughtto id- iRformation on environmM 
rtlesses of chemicals from waste management units to qplement other Wrmation in e8seesing 
program dcqu&. Fewer thsfr one parcent of o p t i n g  non-htmrdw wBac -mt units 
(6om the 12 stat& examined) e x ~ c r k c d  cbemical releasea that sxceeded a state or Meral 
&ulatory or guidfnco wluetdudii watu and soil -on targas). Thus, unda 
our wrrtnt nrmletow scheme, most wastes being nuuwed M non-hazardous do not appear to 

The Scopiag Study did, however, idat@ .wvefal arm that d e w 4  additional 
imrestigation, and the Agency has conduded or is conducting folow-up d i e s  in s number of 
to& arm These include Btudiea on possible riska as a result of releases fiom waste to the ak; 
pdtentiai updates to bow m measure &nitabii, mrroa i i ,  and reactivity; md refhmcnts to 
how we measure the ootentid of hazardous constituents to leach from wate materials. In our air 
study we did not iden'tify a need for additional regulation. Other studies we have unduway 
require substantial time and resources to complete, and some require considerable basic scientific 
rrscarch. This mans that they cannot all be done at once The Agency has set priorities for their 
completion 



Thank you fbr raising yow concerns to our rttention. Eyou haw artha questions 
conceinhg this matter, plew contact Otcgory Hdma of my staff st 703-308-05 14. 

Matt Hale, Director 
Oftice of Solid Waste 


