
 
 

 
 
1. Subtitle D Programs on Indian Lands 
 

Under  Subtitle  D  of  the  Resource  Conservation  and Recovery Act,  States  developed  programs  
according to Federal guidelines for regulation of non-hazardous solid waste.  In 40 CFR  Parts  240  to  257,  
EPA established guidelines for solid waste management.  What solid waste disposal criteria apply to sanitary 
landfills  on Indian lands?     Will  those  criteria  change  when  the  new regulations for municipal landfills are 
published? 

 
Because State authority generally does not extend to Indian lands, State Subtitle D standards do not 
apply to sanitary landfills on Indian  lands. However, the Federal solid waste disposal criteria apply to 
sanitary landfills on  tribal  lands directly.   Therefore, Indian lands must follow the guidelines 
established in 40 CFR Part 257 for solid waste management. 

 
EPA  plans  to  publish  proposed  regulations  for municipal landfills in the Federal Register  in the 
near future. In developing the  proposed rulemaking, EPA is examining  options for exempting 
Indian tribes from certain requirements. 
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