9483.1987(18)
SEALLESS VALVE DEFINITON

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
OCT -1 1987

Mr. Ed Parker
Keystone USA
P.O. Box 40010
Houston, TX 77040

Dear Mr. Parker:

This letter is a follow-up to our recent telephone

conversation regarding the EPA standards for storage/treatment
of hazardous waste in tank systems. As you requested, I am
enclosing a copy of the July 14, 1986 Federal Register containing
the revised hazardous waste tank system standards.

We also discussed the meaning of the term "sealless valve."
Although EPA has not specifically defined this term, the Agency
intended that the term "sealless valve" refer to any type of

valve whose design prevents the leakage of liquids from valve
stems, a common problem with valves employing typical packing
or o-rings. One such example of a "sealless valve" that is
currently on the market is one that uses an internal welded
bellows to prevent valve stem leakage. Other valves that are
designed to likewise provide containment of the media within the

valve body would also likely meet the intended meaning of "sealless

valve."

If you should have any further questions, please call me at
(202) 382-7917.

Sincerely,

William J. Kline
Environmental Scientist
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