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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 24, 1991 
 
 

Honorable Slade Gorton 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Dear Senator Gorton: 
 

Thank you for your letter of August 25, 1991, regarding Bob Whitaker's concern about the 
Washington Department of Ecology's proposal to regulate shop rags (solvent wipers) as a hazardous 
waste. 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) regional offices currently determine the federal 
regulatory status of shop rags or wipers under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).  
This policy allows such determinations to be made on a case-by-case basis that takes into account all 
site-specific circumstances. 
 

In addition, states may obtain authorization to operate their own hazardous waste programs in 
lieu of the federal program.  Authorized state programs may be both broader in coverage and more 
stringent than the federal program.  Washington has obtained such an authorization; consequently, it may 
make binding determinations about the materials that constitute hazardous wastes under its program.  
State regulations regarding solvent wipers would supersede any less stringent federal regulations.  Mr. 
Whitaker should contact the Washington Department of Ecology regarding the proposed state 
hazardous waste regulations.  The Department will then be able to consider his comments (along with 
other public comments) when it develops a final regulation. 
 
 I hope that this information is helpful to Mr. Whitaker. Thank you for your interest in the safe 
and effective treatment of hazardous waste. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 

Sylvia K. Lowrance, Director  
Office of Solid Waste 

 


