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UNITED STATES EVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C.  20460 

 
 

JULY 24, 1989 
 
 

John L. Hall 
President 
San-I-Pak Pacific, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1183 
Tracy, CA  95378 
 
Dear Mr. Hall: 
 
 Thank you for your letter of July 18, 1989, in which you requested a clarification of the Federal 
medical waste regulations, found at 40 CFR Part 259. 
 
 Treated or untreated waste subject to the Part 259 regulations must be placed in packaging that 
meets the performance standards of 40 CFR 259.41.  In this response, we assume that the “single 
container” you refer to in your letter meets the Federal packaging requirements, i.e., it must be rigid, 
leak-resistant, etc., as specified in Section 259.41; however, we note that the states may have more 
stringent packaging requirements than the Federal regulations. 
 
 The 40 CFR Part 259 regulations do not specifically address whether compaction can occur 
during the packaging step of waste management activities; thus, compaction is not prohibited when the 
waste is being packaged.  The regulations do require transporters to ensure that containers of wastes 
are not subject to mechanical stress or compaction during loading, unloading, or transit (Section 
259.73(a)(2)).  The regulations are intended to ensure that waste, once placed in packaging meeting the 
performance standards, is not subject to mechanical stress or compaction during loading, unloading, or 
transit.  This interpretation is further explained in the preamble to the rule at 54 Federal Register 12346 
and 12354, and is consistent with our 1986 EPA Guide for Infectious Waste Management.  The 
guidance recommended that untreated “infectious” wastes not be compacted because compaction could 
destroy the integrity of the packaging. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact Paul Mushovic of my staff at (202) 475-7736. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Devereaux Barnes, Director 
Characterization and 
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Assessment Division 


