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RECOVERY KILN AS AN INDUSTRIAL FURNACE 
 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
OCT 4 1989 
 
Ms. Carlota Markel 
Bureau of Solid and 
Hazardous Wastes 
South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental Control 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC  29201 
 
Dear Ms. Markel: 
 
As requested in your phone call, I am responding to your 
inquiry on whether a "recovery kiln" proposed to process soils 
contaminated with hazardous wastes, into a material to be used as  
a substitute for sand in the manufacture of cement, meets the 
definition of an industrial furnace under federal regulation. 
Based on current regulations this combustion device is classified 
not as an industrial furnace, but rather as a hazardous waste 
incinerator. 
 
In the January 4, 1985, (50 FR 614-668) final rule, EPA 
divided the universe of combustion devices treating hazardous 
wastes through controlled flame combustion into three groups: 
incinerators, boilers, and industrial furnaces.  To be an 
industrial furnace a unit has to fall within the classes 
that EPA has especially designated.  As of today, EPA has 
designated eleven enclosed devices as industrial furnaces (see 
40 CFR 260.10). 
 
The "recovery kiln" described in the August 4, 1989 letter 
from Giant Cement Company to South Carolina Department of Health 
and Environmental Control has not been designated as an indus- 
trial furnace nor does it meet the definition of a boiler. 
Therefore, this unit is classified as an incinerator, which is 
defined as any enclosed device that is neither a boiler nor an 
industrial furnace and uses controlled flame combustion to treat 
wastes. 
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Giant Cement Company, however, may submit a formal petition 
to the Agency for a determination on whether this unit could be 
listed as an industrial furnace based on the criteria outlined in 
40 CFR 260.10.  Such a petition should be addressed to our Office  
Director, Sylvia Lowrance, at the following address: 
 
          Office of Solid Wastes 
          401 M St S.W. 
          Washington,  D.C.  20460 
 
If you have any other, question on this subject or need 
additional clarification, please do not hesitate to call me at 
202-475-8988. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Lionel Vega 
Assistance Branch 
 
 
cc:  Dwight Hlustick, OSW 
     Sonya Stelmack, OSW 
     Betty Willis, Region IV 


