) UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECT!ON AGENCY
WASHINGTON D.C. 20460 '

 September 9; 2008

QFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE * .-

. W. James Price .
9 Devon Hill Road
: Baltim‘ore, MD 21210

| ' Dear Mr. Pnce

Thank you for your letter of August 3, 2008, to Admmlstrator Stephen J ohnson regardmg
plastic recycling and the resin identification codes that appears on the bottom of bottles. The
Administrator has forwarded your letter to the Office of Solid Waste (OSW) for a response. I
would like to commend you for your commltment to recycling and your diligence to ensure

 proper recyclmg S ‘ S - o -

* We shareyour concern for the environment and the problems posed by the icons on the bottom -

- on plastic bottles. In fact we have been working with the plastics industry and bottling compames 4
" to-make it easier for consumers liké you to identify what is recyclablé and what is not. EPA has -

developed several strategles partnershlps and initiatives that mvolve plasncs recyclmg,

o mcludmg

" Mummpal Solid Waste Rebrandmg Campaign is an initiative to. develop a
" national consumer campaign to promote recycling: In 2006, EPA awarded a grant
to the National Recycling Coalition (NRC) to léad this effort to update and unify
recycling 1conography, messages, and branding to make it less confusing fo the
‘consumer. A key part of this initiative is the review of recycling terminology and
. symbols As the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is ‘curtently undergomg a
réview of the existing green guidelines, NRC is working. closely with FTC staff
prov1d1ng written comments on the use of recycling symbols on packagmg NRC
is also participating in' upcoming FTC public heanngs reviewing the recycling
symbols. Development of related Web-based resources is delayed pending FTC’s
. green gmdelme rev1s1ons

. Beverage Contamer Recyclmg Initiative is a collaboratlon between EPA, state _
' environmental agen01es beverage’ manufacturers, and the plastics, glass, and
aluminum mdustnes This initiative seeks to develop a. significant, sustainable,
‘and long term commitment to increase beverage ‘container collection and
~ recycling.
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Sustamable Packaging Coahtlon is an industry Workmg group of more than 150
companies, dedicated to transforming packaging into a system that encourages a
sustainable flow of materials. EPA is a founding: member and serves on the ..
executive committee. This- coalition. represents all packaging materials, across the
entite supply chain, working to define issues relating. to the environmental
footprint of packaging, and to suggest and implement solutions. We’re working

. with the Coalition to identify and use innovative, functional packagmg that

promotes economic and environmental health. We’ve made really good progress
in packaging recycling. From 2001 and 2005 the recycling rate for packaging "
material increased by 1.5 percent - and one percent of that increase -occurred '
between 2003 and 2005. ‘We are working actively with industry partners and state

~ and local ‘governments to ensure that the trend continues, by taking advantage of o

systems already in place as well as desrgmng and nnplementmg new systems.

‘ Thank you again for your letter We will share your concerns about the size of the resin
identification codes along to our Workgroups Recycling is one of the things we can do to help
save energy, reduce climate change emissions, conserve resources, and savé landfill space. We all
can Work to better the envrronment and we hope that you continue to be a concerned and. actlve

Sincerely yours, .

Matt Hale, Director
Office of Solid Waste




