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Dear Mr. Fizanco: 

Thank you for your petition request dated August 28,2008. The petition asks for a 
variance fkom the land disposal restrictions (LDR) treatment standards for ce& mixed 
radioactive hazardous wastes. 

The current treatment standards for the wastes in question are expressed as a required 
method of treatment: combustion (CMBST). This means that the wastes must be treated 
in high temperature organic destruction technologies, such as combustion in incinerators, 
boilers, or industrial furnaces operated in accordance with the applicable RCRA permit 
requirements, and in other units operated in accorftance with applicable technical 
operating requirements; and certain non-combustive technologies, such as the Catalytic 
Extraction Process. You request that we make a finding that treatment by vacuum- 
assisted thermal desorption (VTD) provides equivalent treatment to that provided by 
combustion for the hazardous mixed wastes that you treat. 

We will fully evaluate your petition and the data that were included. Our decision to 
grant or deny the petition must be published in the Federal Register for comment, as does 
our final determination. The technical evaluation and the preparation and review of the 
Federal Register notices typically take six months to one year. We will immediately 
begin this process; however, I am unable to give you an exact date when our decision will 
be finalized. We will be in further contact with you by email or phone as we begin the 
review of your petition and data. 

Again, thank you for your petition request. If you have questions please do not hesitate 
to call Mary Jackson of my staff on 703-308-8453, or by email Jackson.mary @epa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

James R. Berlow 
Director 
Hazardous Waste Minimization and 
Management Division 
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