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‘ Dear Ms. Joseph:

Thank for your letter of August 7, 2008 regardmg the potentlal of energy
recovery from the combustion of waste materials. We agree thdt the consumption of
energy is a major issue confrontmg the United States. ;

Currently there are energy recovery fac111t1es throughout the country that use

~ waste materials as sources of energy. Some mumcnpal solid Waste is sent to boilers

where the heat generated from the combustion process produces steam. This steam is
directed to a turbine, and the electnc1ty produced is sent to the power grid. About 2,700
megawatts of electrical power is generated in this way. There are 87 of these types of
energy recovery facilities in the United States. = : ?\

- Although the power produéed»f'rom the combustion of Waste is relatively small
when compared to the power produced from coal, natural gas, and oil, it is important to °

- realize that this waste Wou;ld otherwise be sent to a lan_dﬁll and 1ts energy lost.

Carbon monox1de is present when combustion occurs. E PA has’ standards in
place to assure that the release of gases from combustion,; 1ncluo[1ng* carbon monoxide, are
at the lowest level achievable usmg the best pollutlon control tec hnology available.

We apprec1ate your concern about finding alternative sources of energy. EPA
will continue to explore the use of alternative fuels such as wast., materials to help reduce
our reliance on energy from fossil fuels o
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Smcerely, -

Matt Hale, Duector »
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