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2.   SW-846 Test Methods 
 
Are the test methods published in "Test Methods For Evaluating Solid Waste, 
Physical/Chemical Methods," known as SW-846, required to show compliance 
with 40 CFR Part 268 land disposal restrictions (LDR) in situations where the 
treatment standard is expressed as a concentration?  Are SW-846 methods 
required to show compliance with Part 261, Subpart C hazardous waste 
characteristics? 
 
     Generally, the test methods found in SW-846 are not required but are 
     intended to serve as guidance.  EPA recommends these methods for 
     evaluating solid waste and the Agency will use the recommended methods 
     in enforcement situations.  There are a handful of exceptions to this 
     rule where specific test methods are required. 
 
     Compliance with LDR for wastes that have a treatment standard expressed 
     as constituent concentrations in wastes (CCW. §268.43) can be shown 
     using any appropriate method.  This section does not specifically 
     require the use of SW-846 methods.  If the waste treatment standard is 
     expressed as constituent concentrations in waste extracts CCWE, 
     §268.41), then the Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP), 
     which is specifically referenced in §268.41(a), must be performed.  
     Following that, however, andy appropriate method may be used to 
     determine concentrations of hazardous constituents in the extract and 
     to show compliance with LDR. 
 
     Similarly, in identifying Part 261, Subpart C characteristics, �262.11 
     provides that a generator has the option of applying knowledge of the 
     hazardous characteristics of the waste in light of the materials or the 
     processes used, or testing the material to determine whether or not it 
     is a hazardous waste.  If the generator chooses to test, he must use 
     the method prescribed in Subpart C of 40 CFR Part 261.  the toxicity 
     characteristic, for example, references method 1311, the TCLP, which 
     must be used to obtain an extract of the waste.  Following that, as 
     with LDR, any appropriate method may be used to analyze the extract for 
     hazardous constituents.  In determining the characteristic of 
     ignitability, the regulations reference two specific test methods, the 
     Pensky-Martens (method 1010) and the Setaflash (method 1020), either of 
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     which must be employed when testing.  The characteristic of corrosivity 
     also references a specific test method.  If the generator chooses to 
     test the pH of a given waste stream, method 9040 must be used. 
 
     Several other regulatory sections also require the use of SW-846 test 
     methods.  For example, in completing a petition to delist a waste from 
     a specific facility, SW-846 methods must be used in accordance which 
     §260.22. 


