
 
 QUESTION:  Is there guidance on how much construction is allowed before a permit is issued? 

 
ANSWER:  In general, grading, grubbing, building access roads, soil testing, fencing, and earth 
movement are not considered "construction.”  Such activities that are not directly related to the 
hazardous waste facility or unit such as excavating a surface impoundment are allowed prior to 
permit issuance.  The NRDC settlement agreement of November 16, 1981, issue 13, discusses this 
point. 
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