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Document Control Officer = ‘ff
Chemical Information Division e &
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, SW g evoocee 655

Washington, DC 20460
December 31, 1699

Dear Sir or Madam:

Subject: Notification of Terrestrial Plant Toxicity
Results Which May be Reportable Under
TSCA §8(e) for An Experimental Sulfonylurea Pesticide

In the course of testing our experimental pesticides, the following results have been
transmitted to AgrEvo USA Company which may be reportable under TSCA §8(e). A
terrestrial plant toxicity - seedling emergence study on experimental sulfonylurea

pesticide has been conducted.

The test substance was applied to the soil surface of pots planted with 10 species of
economically important terrestrial plants. Four of the plant species [Oat (Avena sativa),
corn (Zea mays), soybean (Glycine max), and cucumber (Cucumis sativus) showed
less than 25% reduction in the seedling emergence when treated with the projected
maximum application rate. Six of the plant species [Lettuce (Latuca sativa), perennial
rye-grass {Lolium perenne), tomato (Lycopersicon esculentum), turnip (Brassica rapa),
onicn (Allium cepa) and cabbage (Brassica oleracea)] showed greater than 25%
reduction of seedling emergence at the maximum application rate.

The investigator concluded that oat, corn, soybean, and cucumber seedling emergence
were not significantly affected when treated with the projected maximum application
rate of the experimental sulfonylurea pesticide and that lettuce, perennial rye-grass,
tomato, turnip, onion, and cabbage were significantly affected when treated at this rate.
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AgrEvo USA Company is claiming confidentiality of the composition of the test material
because the nature of our research is considered proprietary. This information is
provided in an attachment to this letter which has been marked as "Confidential
Business Information”

Substantiation of the claim of confidentiality is made on the following basis:

1. For what period of time do you assert this claim of confidentiality? If a claim is
to extend until a certain event or point in time, please indicate that event or time
period. Explain why the information should remain confidential untii such event
ortime.

The information should remain confidential indefinitely since it is proprietary
information of value to our competitors because it shows areas of research in
which our company is involved.

2. Have there been any confidentiality determinations made by EPA, other Federal
agencies, or courts in connection with this information? If so, please enclose
copies.

No.

3. Has any of the information that you are claiming as confidential been disclosed
to individuals outside your company? If so, what restrictions, if any, apply to
use of further disclosure of the information?

No; disclosure in the future could only occur under a confidentiality agreement

4. Briefly describe any physical or procedural restrictions within your company
relating to the use ard storage of the information you are claiming as
confidential. What other steps, if any, have you taken to prevent undesired
disclosure of the information during its use or when an employee leaves your
company?

MEARN

Information is kept in a locked file cabinet.

5. Does the information claimed as confidential appear or is it referred to in any of
following items: {a) advertising or promotional materials for the chemical or the
end product containing it; (b) safety data sheets or other similar materials for
the chemical or the end product containing it; (¢) professional or trade
publications; or (d) any other media availabie to the public or to your
competitors if you answer yes to any of the above questions, you must indicate
where the information appears and explain why it shouid nonetheless be treated
as confidential. cﬁmbanp
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6. Yes, the general class of chemistry is referred to in the MSDS. However, we
maintain that this information should remain confidential since users of this
product, for research purposes, will be employees of AgrEvo, or researchers
working under a confidentiality agreement. Therefore, the MSDS would be
accessible to those individuals who would be in a position to maintain this
information as confidential.

7. Would disclosure of this inforrmation be likely to result in substantial harm to your
compelitive position? If so, you must specifically describe the alleged harmful
effects and indicate why they should be considered to be substaitial. Also, you
must describe how disclosure of the information would cause the harm.

Yes, Disclosure of the information would alert cur competitors to active
molecules discovered by our company and would give them a possible
competitive position by allowing them to research similar areas of chemistry.

8. If the information in questions is “health and safety data” pursuant to 40 CFR
Part 2.306(3)(1), do you assert that disclosure of the information you are
claiming as confidential would reveal: (a) confidential process information; (b)
confidential proportions of a mixture; or (¢} information unrelated to the effects
of the substance on human health or the environment?

No health and safety data are involved in the information claimed as classified.

A (“sanitized") copy of this letter with all of the Confidential Business Information
deleted is also enclosed for inclusion in the EPA public docket. Please cail on me at
the numbers shown below if you require any additional information or assistance.

Very truly yours,

Victor A. Dorr
Manager, Regulatory Affairs
Phone: (302) 892-3154

Fax: (302} 892-3099
E-Mail:  victor.dorm@agrevo.corm

Fite: ¢:\VAD 1399 MS Office Files\99docs\AE F 115008 - TSCA 8(e) Notification {12-31-99).doc
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