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Gentlemen:

{

This letter is being submitted in accordance with the reporting requirements under the Toxic
Substances Control Act, TSCA, Section 8(e), (15 U.S.C. 2607(e)). This reporting may not be
required because the situation described below is not definitive, and there has already been a
number of scientific papers published on various aspects of the problem. However, since all
aspects of the problem may not be known to the E.P.A, we are submitting this Section 8(e)
notice within the 15 working day requirement.
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S&C Electric Company operates a manufacturing facility at 6601 N. Ridge Blvd. in the city of
Chicago. At this facility we process a chemical known as hexahydrophthalic anhydride,
HHPA, CAS No. 85-42-7. HHPA is used as the hardener in our pressure gel molding
operation. We are currently participating in a medical surveillance and research study
conducted by a team of scientists from Northwestern University Medical School. The results
of the medical surveillance, and our employee air monitoring exposure, seem to indicate the
possibility of a higher rate of sensitization and allergic symptoms at a lower air exposure level
than has been experienced by other pressure gel molding operations described in the literature.

The Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) states that HHPA may be a sensitizer, and the
manufacturer has established a TLV of 5.0 mg/m3. The scientific literature also indicates that
HHPA may be a respiratory sensitizer, but to the best of our knowledge, worker air level
exposure data is not as low as the air levels in our worker environment.
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Our worker air exposure monitoring has recently shown that the Time Weighted Average
(TWA) exposures are lower than the TLV recommended by the manufacturer. With these
exposures we have experienced a higher than expected rate of workers who show positive
antibodies and allergic symptoms. We have talked with our supplier of HHPA, and our resin
supplier and they do not know of any other processor having the same magnitude of problem
with respiratory allergies. ’

At the present time we are protecting our employees by mandatory use of respirators. We are
also continuing the medical surveillance program and study with Northwestern University. We
are also evaluating the possibility of an adjuvancy with the silicone chemicals used in the mold
release formulation. We will update you with any new information as the evaluation
continues.

If any further information is required please contact the writer.
Yours very truly,

S&C ELECTRIC COMPANY
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Robert Sullivan, Manager
Safety and Environmental Affairs
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