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A & A Global Industries  Steven Johnson, Administrator

Mailing Address U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
P.O. Box 5618 1200 Permsylvania Avenue, NW.
Timanium. MD 21094-5618  Washington, DC 20460

Stroet Address

17 Stenarsen Lane . o . ,
Coskeyaville, MD 21030 Re: T'SCA Scction 8(¢) Notice ta EPA

www,aatjlobalind.com .
Tel (416) 252-1020 Dear Mr, Johnson:

Fax (410) 252-7137
A&A Global Industries, Inc. received a letter from My, Thomas G. Nellner, Annmcy for the Sicrra
Club, and also reccived an April 30™ communication from you. As you arc probably aware, the
reason for Mr., Neltner's lener to us was his belief that we (ailed to timely netify the EPA of the two
recalls involving children’s toys containing lcad that we, as the importer/disnibulor, were part of,

Jt was our belief, after reviewing the EPA Website, In particular the scetion in pubs/rgnide,
pertaining ro “whal informarion is net reportable under Scelion 8(2)”, that bused on item 44, which
states “is contained in a formal publication / report or a formal stalement made available to the
generul public by another Federal Ageney.” and becausc of the pu:ss release by the CPSC and e
wide notice given by the CPSC, that we were not required 1o report under Secrion 8(c). The
moming of July 27", we spent considerable time discussing with M. Nelmer his issue, his goals, his
objectives and our interpretation of that sestion,

As a result of that discussion, we have decided that we might possibly be required to report these
incidents to the EPA and, thercfore, we are doing that in this Jerrer and wath the attachments.

Plense understand that all of the inlormation contained in this lenter is confidentixl business
information and should be ireated as such. This information is given solely o the EPA to be held
as confidential and used by them in their investupgation.

1 amn attaching copies of each of the press releases issucd by the CPSC relating to the recalls, first off
Children’s Toy Jewclry in July of 2004 and anotlier 10y in April of 2007, The recall of metal
jewelry announced in 2004 was a recall involving four (4) fmporter / distributors in the bulk vending
indusay. The second only involved A& A Global indusiries, Tne.

A&A Global Industries was one of the four(4) firms and, of the total 150,000,000 picces recalled,
approximately 40,000,000 were sold by A&A Global Tndustrics. At thar tme, we had a procedure
wherein our vendors would send producis te an independent testing laborutory, the laboratory would
test the product for compliance wilh all CPSC, ASTM, and FDA requirements and if the products
passcd then they would ship the merchandise to us. The jewelry was purchased by us primarily
ﬁ'om India and our est results confirmed that we were in compliance with CPSC
regulations. In 2004 the CPSC began Jooking at leud in toy jewelry. They picked up samples of
some of our items, tested them, and determined thatseme ol the items should be recalled, They did
the same to the other threc(3) importers that were part af the recall. After working with the CPSC
the four suppliers in the industry fclt that there could be significant confusion with other products
that did not contain l2ad and so we, on our own, expanded the recall, with the censent of the CPSC.

As aresult of that recall, A&A Global Indusutics went through a review of its quality control
processes and implemented new testing procedures and controls, which we felt tightened up
cansiderably on the inspection and testing of all products purchased by us.
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Unfortunately, we had to enter into another recall in April, 2007, for onc item that we had been

importing and sclling for one year. We had sold approximately 4,000,000 units and are still in that

recall process. We discovered that there was a hole in our quality contral and testing proccss which

we immediately tightencd and climinated. This product was purchased from ¢t
in Kowloon, Hong Kong. -

Several weeks ago we had several individuals from Intertek Labs in our office to spend a day with
the appropriale persenne! working on additional ways to tighteny our procedures so a8 o further test
products being imported by us. We belicve that this has been done and are hopetul that we will not
have this issue in (he future.

T certainly hope that the information contained hexein is what is requived for the notice being given
to you. 1f you have any questions, or require additionnl information, pleasc contact me.

Sincercly yonwgs:

/ &
ugene M, Lipmun
Vice President Finance

EMIL/bd

encl.

ce: Brian S. Kovens, Exccutive Vice President
A& A Global Industrics, Tuc,

17 Stenersen Lanc
Cockeysville, MD 21030




