ATTACHMENT 6
Section D, Information on Outreach

Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC) meetings are conducted quarterly with nine community advisors.  The committee consists of a credible group of community representatives and scientific/technical specialists who are chartered to review processes and activities and have been granted the authority to act independently in their dissemination of information.  The EAC’s purpose is to supplement existing environmental and emergency management efforts of the SPR by providing independent assessments, evaluations, advice, and impartial information internally to the operating management, and externally to the public and media relative to the environment, safety, public perception, programs, and policies of the SPR.  Examples of topics covered in CY 2005 meetings include the following:

· Groundwater and subsidence monitoring at a closed SPR site at Week Island

· Wetlands loss in coastal Louisiana
· Remediation of crude oil contaminated soil at the DOE St. James Terminal

· Oil and brine spill remediation

· Removal of the Big Hill brineline beach spool station

· Quarterly regulations/requirements updates

· Operations and maintenance of crude oil heat exchangers

· The SPR NEPA process

· Performance review of environmental objectives and targets

· Pollution prevention aspects of degassing crude oil

· Reviews of environmental assessments of future projects, such as expansion of SPR storage capacity and upgrading the West Hackberry intake structure

· Green Building concepts and their application to SPR construction

· Pollution prevention projects such as the mercury lamp reduction project and the proposed 4 day/10 hour work week
· Updates to the water program

· Review of annual emission inventory questionnaires for Big Hill and Bryan Mound

· Development and implementation of a team to evaluate and improve the processes of  acquiring and managing chemical products

· Review of the SPR’s electronic tracking system for findings (ATS system)
· Review of the SPR’s electronic performance monitoring system (PbViews)

· Update on state environmental performance based leadership programs (results of study by the Environmental Council of States)
· No-notice emergency exercise program

· Attaining integrated membership in state and federal EMS/leadership programs

· EMS and compliance audit results

· Environmental activities at Bryan Mound, including their collaboration with the Wildlife Habitat Council

· Disposal of non-contact cooling water

· SP hurricane procedures

· Summer intern projects

· TCEQ regulatory incentives for Clean Texas National Leaders
· Implementation by DOE of the President’s directive to conserve energy and fuel, post Katrina and Rita hurricanes

A site environmental report (SER) is prepared and distributed annually.  This report describes the environmental activities and impacts of the five SPR sites and Stennis warehouse.  The SER for CY 2004 was published in December 2005.  Topics covered include:

· general environmental descriptions of the sites

· compliance summary

· program information on permits, pollution prevention efforts, air, surface water, and groundwater protection and monitoring

· surveillance efforts

· laboratory and related quality assurance activities

· occurrences that impact the environment

· significant environmental accomplishments

· EMS objectives and targets, including commitments to the Performance Track and Clean Texas, Cleaner World programs, and success in meeting them

The report is distributed to the Department of Energy (all levels) and was posted on the world wide web (http://www.spr.doe.gov/esh/).
The Department of Energy and DynMcDermott sponsor the Department of Energy Louisiana Regional Science Bowl.  Held annually at the University of New Orleans, the quiz bowl is a national competition designed to recognize the accomplishments of students who excel in math and science.  Quiz questions are developed by scientists employed by DOE national laboratories such as Lawrence Livermore, Los Alamos, and Sandia.  DOE and DM employees volunteer to run the competition and provide awards.  The winners represent the region at the national competition in Washington, D.C.

Since 2004, the Big Hill site has generated an environmental newsletter that is sent to site neighbors.  About two pages in length, the letter discusses environmental issues that could be of interest beyond the fenceline, such as site upsets, site spill response capabilities, potable water protection, recognition of working hazards, and meeting environmental objectives.  The newsletter is sent with a pre-paid self addressed postcard for neighbors to provide feedback and environmental concerns.  So far no feedback has been received on these cards.
In 2004 the Bryan Mound site began reporting on its environmental activities at local emergency preparedness committee meetings that are open to the public.  Issues include those that could involve other nearby industries and the public such as emergency exercises.  Attendees are asked for feedback.

All four reserve sites and headquarters have strong connections to the local community through emergency preparedness activities and contributions that support reuse/recycling.  The following are examples of community involvement:

· Acting member of Brazosport Industrial CAER, providing response to emergencies (Bryan Mound)

· Provide CAER Outreach presentations to the community, such as at churches, schools, civic groups, and businesses (Bryan Mound)

· Co-chair the oil spill subcommittee of their local emergency planning committee and working closely with other stakeholders if an oil spill threatens the county (Bryan Mound)

· Participate in annual Hurricane Awareness Workshops and desk top exercises with the community through the Brazosport Emergency Planning Committee (Bryan Mound)

· Member of the Brazosport Marine Action Team, examining environmental issues that concern the port of Freeport (Byran Mound)

· Participate in a CAER oil spill drills (Bryan Mound), such as a drill involving a real potential environmental threat to the community - an abandoned jack-up rig in the Freeport Channel.  Bryan Mound SPR personnel work closly with other agencies in these drills, including the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Texas General Land Office (TGLO), and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).
· Acting members on the Brazosport Water Authority Board and the Board of Directors for the Gulf Coast Conservation Association (Bryan Mound)

· Partnered with the DOE Mickey Leland Energy Fellowship to provide environmental projects to summer interns, including the identification and propagation of native plants that can provide biodeterrence when planted around the perimeter of the site (Bryan Mound).
· Participated in TGLO and county Adopt A Beach programs where each site cleans one mile of beach (Bryan Mound and Big Hill)

· Work with the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory to enhance site habitat for migratory and resident birds (Bryan Mound)

· Participate in the Audobon Society Christmas Bird Count (Bryan Mound)

· Wildlife interpretive displays were installed at several wildlife enhancement areas within the Bryan Mound site to educate employees and visitors to the importance of various habitats and wildlife that are found there (Bryan Mound)

· Hosted a celebration and luncheon where site personnel were recognized for their membership in National Environmental Performance Track and their becoming Clean Texas, Cleaner World National Leaders.  Representatives of federal, state, and local agencies and communities attended (Bryan Mound).

· Respond to emergencies as a member of the Texas Gulf Coast Emergency Management Association and the Joint Terrorism Task Force (Big Hill)

· Work with regulatory agencies and the community in annual Peparedness for Response Exercise Program (PREP) oil spill drills (Big Hill and Bryan Mound)
· Participate and are members of the Jefferson County local emergency preparedness committee and the Sabine-Neches Chiefs (fire organization)
· Collaborated with the Hamshire community in providing dinner one night to Katrina evacuees who fled to that area in east Texas (Big Hill)
· Provided a fire truck and site emergency response team members for fire awareness training at schools in Winnie, Texas (Big Hill)

· Work with their Area Contingency Planning Committee (Big Hill)

· Various lab instruments, cameras, a boat and accessories, lubricants, and 47 pieces of office furniture were donated to schools and the U. S. Army Reserve.  Fluorescent light fixtures and plumbing fixtures were donated to Habitat for Humanity (Big Hill).
· Work and participate with the Coast Guard in oil spill drills and exercises (West Hackberry)

· Acting members of their Local Emergency Planning Committees (Bayou Choctaw, Bryan Mound, and New Orleans)

· For no charge, Environmental Advisory Committee member C. Devall provided a barge and transportation for Hackberry residents to cross the Intercoastal Waterway while the nearby Ellender Bridge was under repair.  The bridge is the only means out of Hackberry to the north (West Hackberry).

· Provide federal/state certified response and rehabilitation assistance to wildlife (West Hackberry)

· Monetarily supported a local wildlife rehabilitation facilty (West Hackberry)

· West Hackberry hosted representatives from the Southwest Louisiana Refuge Complex (Sabine, Cameron Prarie, and Laccasine refuges) for a meeting.  The visitors were provided with a site tour and environmmentally related information on site operations and emergency response.

· Acting members of the Baton Rouge Mutual Aid Association, and Iberville and West Baton Rouge Parish CAER associations (Bayou Choctaw) and the Southwest Mutual Aid Association (West Hackberry)

· West Hackberry held a Diversity Day Celebration at the site for local high school students to learn about the storage facility.  An environmental presentation was part of the celebration (West Hackberry).
· Support local fire departments (Bayou Choctaw, West Hackberry, and Bryan Mound), and provide monetary donations to the Hackberry Volunteer Fire Department (West Hackberry)

· Carpooling and vanpooling was promoted SPR wide and has been implemented at Headquarters (New Orleans).

· Community contributions include the following:

· Recycled 348 lbs of Mardi Gras Beads and delivered them to the New Orleans Association of Retarded Citizens (New Orleans)
· Collected used athletic shoes for processing and reuse to resurfacing material for athletic fields, tennis courts, running tracks, and playgrounds (New Orleans)
· Collected clean, used business clothes for recycling under the “Dress for Success” program where business attire is donated to people who need but can not afford appropriate clothes for job interviews (New Orleans)

SPR Contributions to Conferences, Meetings, and Working Groups
· Provided EPA Region VI with EMS general awareness training

· Spoke at the 2005 National Environmental Summit Conference on implementing the National Leader Level of the Clean Texas, Cleaner World program

· Spoke at the 2005 TCEQ Trade Fair on the benefits of a performance-based audit conducted by a third party auditor

The DM Environmental Manager provided the following services that support and promote EMS:
· an industry representative to the ANSI Registrar Accreditation Board (now ANAB) ISO 14001 EMS Accreditation Council and as a board member for the Performance Track Participants Association (PTPA)

· the Pollution Prevention Task Leader for the DOE Energy Facilities Contractors group (EFCOG) Environmental Subgroup of the Integrated Management Group

· Served as chairman of the 2005 National Environmental Partnership Summit for the second year
· Presented on Integrating Membership in State and Federal Programs at the 2005 EFCOG meeting.
· Taught a workshop on NEPA/EMS Integration at the 2005 NAEP Conference
· Presented on ANAB at the 2005 NAEP Conference
· Member of the Board of Directors and President elect (2006) for PTPA
· Continued to work with the Environmental Commissioners of the States (ECOS) to formalize the industry perspective on how to improve the integration of federal and state environmental performance programs
· Experiences with Hurricanes Katrina and Rita were shared in two news articles:

· Quality Digest Magazine, “Rising from Near Ruin” (January 2006)

· BNA’s Environmental Compliance, “EMSs Minimize Environmental Damage Wrought by Katrina” (December 19, 2005, pg 416)
