

3M gift to protect California habitat 

 

Partnering with The Nature Conservancy 

A new 3M Foundation grant to The Nature Conservancy will help restore and preserve one of this country's most species-rich ecological regions. It's located along the south coast of California and includes the inland foothills of the Santa Ana Mountains. 

Long known for its environmental awareness, 3M opened its philanthropic arms a couple of years ago to environmental projects -- specifically, those that protect the Earth's biodiversity, encouraging the preservation of many different species of plants and animals. 

The 3M Foundation selected The Nature Conservancy as its first environmental partner in 2001 at the recommendation of Katherine Reed, staff vice president, Environmental Technology and Safety Services. The foundation's $5.1 million gift is one of the largest corporate commitments to this premier environmental organization. 

The original grant was split between sites in Minnesota and Texas to help expand nature preserves and fund outreach activities at two locations in each state. This preservation work is under way (see sidebar). The new $100,000 grant, recently approved by the 3M Foundation, was awarded to the California chapter of The Nature Conservancy on behalf of 3M's seven facilities in southern California. This grant will be used for habitat preservation. 

The Nature Conservancy's Santa Ana Mountains Project is working to preserve the largest intact natural landscape remaining in coastal southern California. No part of the state is more seriously imperiled by population growth and development than this region. Enjoyed by some 50,000 visitors each year, the reserve is home to more than 250 species of native birds and 49 endangered, threatened or rare animal and plant species. Interpretive trail signage will provide ecological information, as well as recognize 3M's contributions. 

Dena Robertson, plant manager, 3M Irvine, Calif., plant, said the conservation project serves to educate area schoolchildren about the importance of our natural landscape. In addition, it offers opportunities for 3M's 2,000 California employees and their families to hike and volunteer in the scenic area. 

With the reintroduction of native red-legged frogs, the protection of other endangered creatures and the restoration of native vegetation, the biodiversity of this imperiled landscape in southern California can be assured for generations, thanks to conservation-conscious companies like 3M. 

"We have to take care of the Earth's bounty for our own success as a business and as individuals -- and for future generations," said Robertson. "That's what sustainability is all about." 

3M Irvine has a reputation for environmental excellence. Deeply involved in her facility's environmental efforts, Robertson proudly points to two national environmental, health and safety awards recently received by the plant. It is the first 3M facility to be recognized with a National Environmental Performance Track award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. And the facility was presented a Voluntary Protection Program Safety award by the U.S. Occupational Health and Safety Administration. 

And that's not all. The plant received the 2002 3M Chairman's Environmental, Health and Safety Leadership Award for its Environmental, Health and Safety (EHS) Management Program, which emphasizes employee ownership of and accountability for EHS issues, and promotes programs to create an injury- and illness-free workplace. 

Funds in action … 

An update on land projects in Minnesota and Texas 

It's been two years since the 3M Foundation announced its $5.1 million grant to The Nature Conservancy for projects in the northernmost region of Minnesota and in the southernmost tip of Texas, and the money is being put to work. 

The gift supports land acquisition and community-based wildlife preservation at two sites in Minnesota and two in Texas. An additional grant of $250,000 supports The Nature Conservancy's 50th anniversary traveling exhibit, "The Last Great Places," which continues a national tour through 2004. (More than 4,000 visitors saw the exhibit last year at the Minnesota Museum of American Art in St. Paul.) 

"This is a gift for the ages," explained Cindy Kleven, manager, contributions, Health and Human Services, Arts, Environment, Community Affairs. "We want to leave the world a better place by protecting some of the world's most-threatened biodiverse areas." 

Following are highlights of activities at each site. 

Tallgrass Aspen Parkland -- northwestcorner of Minnesota 

The 700-square-mile Tallgrass Aspen Parkland in the northwest corner of Minnesota straddles the Minnesota-Manitoba border. It is home to 36 rare plant species, including uncommon wildflowers, plus butterflies; sharp-tailed grouse; sandhill cranes; wolves; moose; black bears; elk; and other species both large and small. The region is a natural patchwork of trembling aspen, balsam poplar, prairies and fens. 

3M's gift is being used to protect grassland and migratory bird habitat in that area of Minnesota. A full-time field staff person has been hired for land stewardship activities. New interpretive signs tell visitors about the unique landscape and the thriving plant and animal life within the parkland. 

Ordway Prairie/Glacial Lakes -- west-central Minnesota 

Last fall, 50 3Mers traveled to the Ordway Prairie by bus for a naturalist-guided hiking trip. This region covers more than 1,300 acres in Pope County. A full-time land steward has been hired. Volunteers help collect native plant seeds and cut out exotic plant species and brush. Sixty-three acres of wet and dry prairie have been restored with the help of a leveraged grant from Pheasants Forever. Also, a federal partnership grant may be forthcoming. 

Rio Grande Valley -- south Texas 

In Texas, 1,023 acres have been purchased for native plant and wildlife restoration in the Lennox Foundation Southmost Preserve. A native plant nursery has produced 20,000 seedlings in the first year for planting by volunteers. Threatened wildlife include the ocelot, Texas tortoise, peregrine falcon and reddish egret. Several university research projects are under way, as are community and school outreach programs. 

3M's partnership with The Nature Conservancy has helped the organization secure other corporate donations and federal grants. In this instance, 3M's grant has been leveraged with support from Ducks Unlimited, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and a Texas Parks and Wildlife Department award of $1 million in public funding. These will be used to acquire another 500 acres on South Padre Island and a potential 614 acres adjacent to the Lennox Foundation Southmost Preserve. 

The Nature Conservancy basics 

What is it: A private, international, nonprofit conservation organization 

Age: 52 years old 

Number of members: 1 million and counting 

Mission: To preserve plants, animals and natural communities that represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive. 

Accomplishments: More than 14 million acres protected in the United States, and an additional 80 million acres outside the United States. 

Minnesota chapter: 23,000 members; more than 400,000 acres protected; manages 56 preserves. 

Try it: www.nature.org 






